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Ed: Gifted Funding
Policies in Each State

Gifted
So me states pro vide increased funding fo r students identi�ed as gifted. This repo rt indicates which states

co nsider gifted students when allo cating state educatio n funding, and if applicable, ho w they do  so .

Alabama Alabama pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students thro ugh two

pro gram-based allo catio ns: o ne auto matic allo catio n and o ne co mpetitive grant.

The state budget sets aside mo ney to  suppo rt gifted and talented students thro ugho ut

the state. In FY2021, the state appro priated $3.85 millio n fo r this purpo se: $3 millio n o f

the appro priatio n was pro vided in amo unts pro po rtio nal to  each district’s average

enro llment and its co unt o f identi�ed gifted students. The remaining $825,000 was

allo cated fo r co mpetitive o ne-year grants fo r public scho o ls to  develo p o r co ntinue

gifted and talented pro grams.

Alaska Alaska pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by applying

a multiplier o f 1.2 to  the to tal enro llment co unt to  generate additio nal funding fo r

students with special needs, including gifted and talented students.

Alaska applies a multiplier o f 1.2 to  each district’s student co unt to  pro vide funding fo r

students with special needs, including gifted and talented students. To  receive this

funding, districts must �le plans with the Alaska Department o f Educatio n indicating the

special-needs services they will pro vide. The multiplier is applied to  a student co unt that

has already been adjusted fo r lo cal co st facto rs (see “Sparsity and/o r Small Size” fo r mo re

info rmatio n).

Other student catego ries intended to  be served with this supplemental funding include

English-language learners, students with disabilities, and students enro lled in career and

technical educatio n pro grams.
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Arizona Arizo na pro vides increased funding to  scho o ls fo r gifted and talented students. It do es

so  by applying a multiplier o f 1.007 times the base amo unt fo r each student identi�ed as

gifted and talented. Arizo na also  pro vides a 8at per-student allo catio n fo r a set

pro po rtio n o f students assumed to  be gifted and talented, and thro ugh a grant pro gram.

Arizo na assumes that gifted students make up 4%  o f the o verall po pulatio n in scho o ls. To

pro vide fo r gifted and talented educatio n, the state gives a 8at per-student allo catio n o f

$75.00 fo r that pro po rtio n o f students. In districts where this calculatio n wo uld pro duce

less than $2,000 in supplemental funding, the state adjusts the allo catio n to  pro vide

$2,000. In FY2020, the adjusted per-student allo catio n was $19.38 per assumed gifted

student.

Districts that receive per-student allo catio ns fo r gifted students can apply fo r additio nal

funding to  supplement their effo rts to  o ffer gifted educatio n pro grams. In FY2020,

Arizo na appro priated $1,000,000 fo r this purpo se.

Arkansas Arkansas pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in the

fo rm o f a grant.

The state budget sets aside mo ney to  suppo rt gifted and talented students. In FY2021,

the state appro priated $1.49 millio n fo r this purpo se. The state uses this mo ney to

pro vide grants to  scho o l districts with o utstanding gifted and talented pro grams. So me

o f the mo ney is also  used to  fund a summer pro gram fo r gifted and talented yo uth.

California Califo rnia do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Colorado Co lo rado  pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so

thro ugh a limited-use grant.

Districts in Co lo rado  receive funding fo r gifted and talented students under the

Exceptio nal Children’s Educatio nal Act. These funds may be used to  pay fo r staff,

activities, materials, and equipment asso ciated with the educatio n o f gifted and talented

students.

In FY2021, Co lo rado  pro vided $12.8 millio n fo r these purpo ses.

Connect icut Co nnecticut do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Delaware Delaware do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Ho wever, the state pro vides funding, called academic excellence units, to  every district in

pro po rtio n to  its enro llment size that is intended to  suppo rt certain educatio nal

services. The list o f suggested and permissible uses fo r this funding includes pro grams

fo r gifted and talented students.

Dist rict  of

Columbia

The District o f Co lumbia do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented

students.
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Florida Flo rida pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students in grades K-8. It do es

so  in the fo rm o f a no nco mpetitive grant.

These funds are included in the Exceptio nal Student Educatio n (ESE) Guaranteed

Allo catio n, which is a blo ck grant pro vided to  districts as part o f their special educatio n

funding (see “Special Educatio n” fo r details abo ut this allo catio n). This grant is intended

no t o nly to  suppo rt services fo r certain students with disabilities but also  to  pro vide

services fo r gifted and talented students in grades K-8. In FY2021, Flo rida pro vided

abo ut $1.09 billio n in ESE allo catio ns.

Flo rida also  pro vides increased funding fo r students in grades 9-12 who  enro ll in

Advanced Placement, Internatio nal Baccalaureate (IB), and Advanced Internatio nal

Certi�cate o f Educatio n pro grams. Students who  successfully pass the subject exams

generate additio nal funding. Increased funding is also  pro vided fo r students who  earn an

IB diplo ma.

Georgia Geo rgia pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

applying a multiplier o f 1.6790 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Students enro lled in a pro gram implementing an appro ved gifted and talented mo del are

eligible fo r this funding. The state co nsiders gifted students to  be a distinct catego ry o f

students with special needs and distributes the mo ney as part o f its special educatio n

funding system.

Hawaii Hawaii pro vides increased funding to  scho o ls fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so

by applying a multiplier o f 1.265 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r a set pro po rtio n o f

students assumed to  be gifted and talented.

Hawaii assumes that gifted students make up 3%  o f the o verall po pulatio n in scho o ls.

Hawaii applies this multiplier to  the base amo unt fo r that pro po rtio n o f students in o rder

to  pro vide fo r gifted and talented educatio n. This assumptio n may be revised by the

state’s Co mmittee o n Weights.

The multiplier has been expressed this way fo r co nsistency with o ther states. The

funding is actually pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.265 times the per-pupil base amo unt,

distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding. The multiplier used is

fixed at regular intervals by the state’s Co mmittee o n Weights.

Idaho Idaho  did no t pro vide specific funding fo r gifted and talented students in FY2021.

Ho wever, in so me budget years, the state appro priates funding to  suppo rt pro fessio nal

training and screening fo r gifted and talented students and instructo rs.
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Illinois Illino is pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by adding a

flat allo catio n fo r each student in a district.

Fo r FY2022, the state increased each district’s fo rmula calculatio n by $90 per student to

suppo rt gifted and talented educatio n. This mo ney is calculated in acco rdance with the

to tal enro llment o f a district rather than a specific co unt o f gifted and talented students.

Because the state plans to  mo ve to ward full fo rmula funding o ver the span o f a number o f

years, annual increases in funding are distributed to  districts with the greatest need fo r

state assistance. To  determine need, districts are assigned to  a percentile ranking

co mparing their ratio  o f reso urces to  educatio n co sts against tho se o f all o ther districts.

Districts are then so rted into  tiers acco rding to  the degree to  which their lo cal

reso urces can be expected to  co ver their lo cal educatio n co sts, and a greater

percentage o f available state aid is distributed to  districts with less ability to  fund their

o wn educatio n co sts.

Indiana Indiana pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in the

fo rm o f a co mpetitive grant.

Scho o l districts may apply fo r grants to  suppo rt High Ability Educatio n. In FY2021, the

to tal amo unt appro priated fo r this purpo se was $12.9 millio n.

Iowa Io wa pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

designating a po rtio n o f the per-pupil base amo unt fo r gifted educatio n pro grams.

The state pro vides a 8at amo unt ($67 in FY2022) fo r each student in the district. This

amo unt is intended to  pro vide fo r 75%  o f the co sts asso ciated with gifted and talented

educatio n; districts are required to  pro vide the remaining 25%  ($22.33 in FY2022). This

funding is increased annually by the same percentage as the per-pupil base amo unt, o f

which it is a part. Funding fo r gifted educatio n pro grams do es no t increase the districts’

to tal state educatio n aid.

Kansas Kansas pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students as part o f special

educatio n funding.

Kansas includes gifted and talented students in its de�nitio n o f “exceptio nal children,”

which also  includes students with disabilities. Services fo r gifted students are funded in

largely the same manner as tho se fo r students with disabilities—thro ugh partial

reimbursements fo r teacher co sts (see “Special Educatio n” fo r a descriptio n o f these

reimbursements).

Kent ucky Kentucky pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in an

amo unt pro po rtio nal to  each district’s to tal enro llment.

The to tal amo unt appro priated fo r this purpo se in FY2021 was $6.2 millio n.
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Louisiana Lo uisiana pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students by applying a

multiplier o f 1.6 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Gifted students in Lo uisiana are de�ned as tho se with evidence o f high perfo rmance in

academic and intellectual aptitude. They are evaluated fo r math, reading, and intellectual

abilities in general, and their sco res are co mpared with the state average, and interviews

with parents and educato rs.

Maine Maine pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in the fo rm

o f a no nco mpetitive grant.

To  determine the amo unt o f mo ney to  be appro priated fo r this purpo se, the state uses

either the mo st recent audited repo rt o f �nancial data fo r appro ved actual expenses o r

the appro ved budget, whichever is less, and then applies a multiplier fo r inflatio n.

Maryland Maryland do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Massachuset t s Massachusetts do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Michigan Michigan do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Minnesot a Minneso ta pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so

thro ugh a flat allo catio n based o n the size o f a district’s enro llment.

The state pro vides districts with $13 per student to  suppo rt gifted and talented

educatio n. This mo ney is allo cated in acco rdance with the adjusted enro llment o f the

district, which is co mputed thro ugh the applicatio n o f multipliers to  the student co unt to

adjust fo r the numbers o f students in half-day kindergarten and grades 7-12 (see “Grade

Level” fo r a descriptio n o f this adjustment).

This funding may be spent o nly o n the identi�catio n o f gifted and talented students,

educatio n pro grams fo r such students, and pro fessio nal develo pment fo r teachers o f

such students.

Mississippi Mississippi pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in a

reso urce-based fashio n, by allo cating funding in an amo unt equal to  each district’s

anticipated co sts fo r salaries fo r teachers in gifted pro grams.

Annually, the state’s Of�ce o f Advanced Learning and Gifted Pro grams pro vides an

estimate o f the teacher units needed fo r each district’s gifted educatio n pro grams to  the

Of�ce o f Scho o l Financial Services, which calculates the average salary drawn by gifted

educatio n teachers in each district based o n perso nnel repo rts fro m the prio r year and

then multiplies these numbers to  pro duce the to tal amo unt o f funding pro vided to  the

district fo r gifted educatio n.

This funding is allo cated with no  use restrictio ns.
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Missouri Misso uri do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Ho wever, if a district experiences a decrease in enro llment in its gifted pro gram o f 20%  o r

mo re fro m the previo us scho o l year, the district’s current-year state aid payment will be

reduced by $680 fo r every student no  lo nger enro lled in the gifted pro gram.

Mont ana Mo ntana pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in the

fo rm o f a matching grant. Districts must apply fo r this grant funding and match state

funds with lo cal funds.

Fo r FY2022, the state legislature appro priated $350,000 fo r this purpo se.

Nebraska Nebraska pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so

thro ugh a grant distributed o utside the state’s main educatio n funding fo rmula.

Each scho o l district receives a base grant amo unt equal to  o ne-tenth o f 1%  o f the to tal

state appro priatio n fo r gifted pro grams. The remainder o f the grant amo unt is based o n

the district’s to tal number o f students identi�ed as gifted, up to  10% o f fall membership

fro m the previo us year. Districts must match the amo unt pro vided by the state.

In FY2022, the state set aside a to tal o f $2.3 millio n to  fund pro grams fo r these students.

Nevada Nevada pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

applying a multiplier o f 1.12 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students in FY2022

and FY2023.

Gifted students are tho se who se o utstanding academic skills o r aptitudes are such that

the student canno t pro gress effectively in a regular scho o l pro gram. Any student eligible

fo r increased funding in multiple catego ries (English-language learner, student po verty,

special educatio n, gifted) may receive o nly the increased funding fo r the catego ry with

the highest multiplier fo r which the student is eligible.

New

Hampshire

New Hampshire do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

New Jersey New Jersey do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Ho wever, the state co nsiders the co sts o f gifted educatio n in setting its base amo unt

and expects that districts will be able to  use a po rtio n o f the base funding to  serve gifted

and talented students.
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New Mexico New Mexico  pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r gifted students; these multipliers

vary depending o n the degree o f mo di�catio n to  the general educatio n pro gram the

student requires.

These funds are distributed as a part o f districts’ special educatio n funding. As fo r

students with disabilities, each gifted student receives an individualized educatio n

pro gram specifying the services required to  serve him o r her effectively. Depending o n

the level o f services required, the state applies a multiplier to  the base per-pupil amo unt

that may range fro m 1.7 to  3.0 (see “Special Educatio n” fo r a descriptio n o f this

allo catio n).

New York New Yo rk do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Nort h Carolina No rth Caro lina pro vides increased funding to  scho o ls fo r gifted and talented students. It

do es so  thro ugh a 8at per-student allo catio n that is pro vided fo r a set pro po rtio n o f

students assumed to  be gifted and talented.

No rth Caro lina assumes that gifted students make up 4%  o f the o verall po pulatio n in

scho o ls. To  fund gifted and talented educatio n, the state pro vides a 8at per-student

allo catio n, which equaled $1,364.78 in FY2021, fo r that pro po rtio n o f students.

Nort h Dakot a No rth Dako ta pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

reimbursing eligible districts and special educatio n units fo r the co st o f their gifted and

talented pro grams.

To  receive reimbursement, a district must submit an applicatio n that describes its

pro gram and pro vides assurances that it has credentialed staff fo r gifted and talented

pro grams. State aid fo r this purpo se to tals appro ximately $400,000 fo r each FY2022 and

FY2023.

Ohio Ohio  pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  thro ugh the

reso urce-based co mpo nent o f its fo rmula by specifying student-to -staff ratio s fo r gifted

educatio n and pro viding funding fo r staff po sitio ns acco rdingly, mo di�ed by the district’s

state share.

Fo r FY2022 and FY2023, Ohio  assigns a ratio  o f 1 gifted interventio n specialist per 140

gifted students and 1 gifted co o rdinato r per 3,300 students, determines the co st o f

pro viding these reso urces, and multiplies this amo unt by the district’s state share

percentage. Fo r the purpo ses o f calculating gifted funding, gifted interventio n specialists

co st $89,378 per unit fo r grades K-8 and $80,974 per unit fo r grades 9-12, with a

minimum o f 0.3 units fo r each district. Gifted co o rdinato rs co st $85,776 per unit, with a

minimum o f 0.5 and a maximum o f eight units allo cated per district.

Districts also  receive funding fo r gifted identi�catio n, referral, and pro fessio nal

develo pment in an amo unt that varies depending o n the district’s state share. Districts

receive $24 fo r each student in grades K-6 multiplied by their state share percentage fo r

gifted identificatio n, $2.50 fo r each student multiplied by their state share percentage fo r

gifted referral, and the greater o f their gifted enro llment o r 10%  o f the district’s student

co unt multiplied by their state share percentage fo r gifted pro fessio nal develo pment.
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Oklahoma Oklaho ma pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

applying a multiplier o f 1.34 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

The number o f students generating funding fo r this purpo se is the lesser o f the sum o f

the number o f students sco ring in the to p 3%  o n any natio nal standardized test o f

intellectual ability and the number o f students fo rmally identi�ed as gifted, o r the sum o f

the number o f students who  sco red in the to p 3%  o n any natio nal standardized test o f

intellectual ability plus 8%  o f the to tal enro llment o f the scho o l district.

The funding is actually pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.34 times the per-pupil base

amo unt, distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding, which is �rst

adjusted fo r grade level.

Oregon Orego n do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Ho wever, the state do es appro priate $150,000 annually fo r a statewide Talented and

Gifted staff member to  pro vide districts with technical assistance.

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Rhode Island Rho de Island do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

S out h Carolina So uth Caro lina pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by

applying a multiplier o f 1.15 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Students enro lled in gifted and talented co urses, Advanced Placement co urses, o r

Internatio nal Baccalaureate co urses are eligible fo r this funding. Each student may

generate this supplemental funding o nly o nce.

S out h Dakot a So uth Dako ta do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

T ennessee Tennessee pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students as part o f special

educatio n funding.

Tennessee includes gifted and talented students in the co unt o f special needs students

fo r funding purpo ses. This means that gifted students are co unted alo ng with students

with disabilities fo r the purpo ses o f allo cating funds fo r special educatio n teachers and

o ther perso nnel, materials and supplies, instructio nal equipment, and travel. See “Special

Educatio n” fo r a descriptio n o f this allo catio n.
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T exas Texas pro vides increased funding to  scho o ls fo r gifted and talented students by applying

a multiplier o f 1.07 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students identi�ed as gifted and

talented. The statewide allo tment fo r gifted and talented pro gramming is limited to  $100

millio n per year. 

Texas districts must identify gifted and talented students with strategies co nsistent with

the state plan fo r gifted and talented educatio n. No  mo re than 5%  o f a district’s students

are eligible fo r supplemental gifted and talented funding. Districts must use these funds

to  suppo rt gifted and talented pro grams, including Internatio nal Baccalaureate and

Advanced Placement pro grams.

Once gifted and talented educatio n funds are allo cated to  districts, the state bo ard o f

educatio n may use up to  $500,000 o f the remaining funds to  suppo rt vario us academic

and enrichment pro grams. If the amo unt o f state funds fo r which scho o l districts are

eligible exceeds the amo unt appro priated in any year fo r gifted and talented educatio n,

the co mmissio ner will reduce each district’s allo catio n by the same percentage.

Ut ah Utah pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  thro ugh a

pro gram-based allo catio n.

Districts and charter scho o ls that apply to  the state receive funding fo r gifted and

talented pro grams. An appro priatio n is divided amo ng applicants acco rding to  a fo rmula

set by the Utah State Bo ard o f Educatio n. In FY2022, the amo unt appro priated fo r this

purpo se was $3.63 millio n. This amo unt was 60%  o f a larger appro priatio n fo r

accelerated student pro gramming; the o ther 40%  was designated fo r districts o ffering

Advanced Placement co urses and Internatio nal Baccalaureate pro grams.

Funding fo r gifted and talented pro grams is distributed to  districts that apply, divided in

pro po rtio n to  each district’s co unt o f K-8 students co mpared with the to tal number o f

K-8 students in all districts that apply. Districts are required to  submit plans fo r the

funds, including plans fo r ho w they will increase identi�catio n o f students

underrepresented in gifted and talented pro grams, and funding may be reduced if

districts fail to  pro gress to ward go als fo r identifying and retaining underrepresented

students in these pro grams.

Vermont Vermo nt do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Ho wever, the state secretary o f educatio n administers the Challenge to  Excellence

Grant Pro gram, which pro vides grants o f up to  $50,000 fo r vario us educatio nal go als,

including pro grams fo r gifted students.
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Fo r a co mplete list o f primary so urces, please see the appro priate state page at funded.edbuild.o rg

Virginia Virginia pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  thro ugh

the reso urce-based co mpo nent o f its fo rmula by specifying student-to -staff ratio s fo r

gifted educatio n and pro viding funding fo r staff po sitio ns acco rdingly, and by funding

o utside-scho o l pro gramming fo r students identified as gifted.

The state assigns a ratio  o f 1,000 enro lled students to  1 gifted educatio n teacher. This

ratio  determines the number o f gifted educatio n teacher units to  which a district is

entitled. The actual number o f students identi�ed as gifted is no t co nsidered in the

allo catio n o f these units.

The state also  pro vides funding fo r Go verno r’s Scho o l pro grams, which are academic-

year and summer pro grams that pro vide gifted students with academic and visual and

perfo rming arts o ppo rtunities beyo nd tho se no rmally available in their ho me scho o ls.

Washingt on Washingto n pro vides increased funding to  districts fo r gifted and talented students. It

do es so  thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula that assigns ho urs o f instructio nal time to

pro vide funding and staff po sitio ns fo r a set pro po rtio n o f district enro llment assumed to

be gifted and talented.

Washingto n assumes that gifted students make up 5%  o f the o verall po pulatio n in scho o l

districts. The state assigns a rate o f 2.159 ho urs per week o f additio nal instructio nal time

fo r every 15 full-time-equivalent gifted students. These ho urs are co nverted into  full-

time-equivalent staff po sitio ns. The state then pro vides funding fo r staff po sitio ns by

multiplying the state minimum salary allo catio n fo r each staff type by an adjustment fo r

regio nal co st.

West  Virginia West Virginia includes increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. These

students are included in the number o f students with exceptio nalities used in the funding

fo rmula fo r state aid fo r special educatio n.

Wisconsin Wisco nsin pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  in the

fo rm o f co mpetitive grant pro gram.

The state awards grants to  scho o l districts, co o perative educatio nal service agencies,

no npro �t o rganizatio ns, and institutio ns within the University o f Wisco nsin system fo r

the purpo se o f pro viding special services and activities to  gifted and talented students.

The grants are awarded by applicatio n. In FY2021, the to tal amo unt appro priated fo r this

purpo se was $474,400, and individual awards were limited to  $30,000.

Wyoming Wyo ming pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so

thro ugh a flat allo catio n fo r each student in the district.

In FY2019, the state pro vided districts with $40.29 per student to  suppo rt gifted and

talented educatio n. This mo ney is allo cated in acco rdance with the to tal enro llment o f

the district.

This funding is allo cated with no  use restrictio ns.
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