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Ed: Grade Level Funding
Policies in Each State

Grade Level
So me states pro vide different amo unts o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. This repo rt indicates

which states co nsider students’ grade levels when allo cating state educatio n funding, and if applicable, ho w

they do  so .

Alabama Alabama pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels thro ugh

its reso urce-based fo rmula, which assigns student-to -teacher ratio s to  fo ur different

grade spans and pro vides funding fo r teacher po sitio ns acco rdingly.

The state assigns a student-to -teacher ratio  o f 14.25 to  1 fo r grades K-3, 20.43 to  1 fo r

grades 4-6, 19.70 to  1 fo r grades 7-8, and 17.95 to  1 fo r grades 9-12. These ratio s

determine the number o f teaching units to  which a district is entitled. Principals, assistant

principals, guidance co unselo rs, and librarians are also  assigned to  elementary scho o ls in

acco rdance with student-to -staff ratio s that differ fro m tho se used fo r middle and high

scho o ls. Once all staff units are calculated fo r a district, with grade-level variatio n

co nsidered, the units are co nverted into  do llar amo unts using a salary matrix that

co nsiders staff training and experience; also  included are smaller per-unit additio ns fo r

staff bene2ts, classro o m materials, and o ther expenses. These amo unts fo rm the basis o f

districts’ state educatio n funding.

Alaska Alaska do es no t differentiate student funding based o n grade levels.

Arizona Arizo na pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in three different

grade spans.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.218 fo r students in grades K-3, by an additio nal 1.158

fo r students in grades 4-8, and by 1.268 fo r students in grades 9-12. The multipliers

applied fo r students in grades K-8 and 9-12 are used o nly fo r scho o l districts with mo re

than 600 students. Different multipliers are applied fo r scho o l districts with fewer

students; these values vary depending o n the size o f the district and its degree o f

geo graphic iso latio n (see “Sparsity” fo r a descriptio n o f this allo catio n).

The state also  pro vides additio nal funding that may be used o nly to  suppo rt reading

pro grams fo r grades K-3. It do es so  by applying an additio nal multiplier o f 0.04 to  the

base amo unt fo r students in these grades.
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Arkansas Arkansas pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  thro ugh assumptio ns abo ut the student-to -teacher ratio  in classro o ms at different

grade levels and abo ut the pro po rtio n o f students expected to  be in each grade level.

While funding is no t actually appo rtio ned to  districts acco rding to  the co st o f reso urces,

assumptio ns abo ut student-to -teacher ratio s, salary co sts, and o ther reso urce

expenses are the fo undatio n fo r the base per-student amo unt, which is set annually. Fo r

the purpo ses o f setting its base per-student funding amo unt, Arkansas assumes that 8%

o f students will be in kindergarten, 23%  o f students will be in grades 1-3, and 69%  o f

students will be in grades 4-12. It sets the expected student-to -teacher ratio s at 20 to  1

in kindergarten, 23 to  1 in grades 1-3, and 25 to  1 in grades 4-12.

California Califo rnia pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels in two

ways. First, the state assigns different per-student base funding amo unts to  fo ur

different grade spans (K-3, 4-6, 7-8, and 9-12). Then, it  applies additio nal multipliers to

these base amo unts fo r students in two  different grade spans (K-3 and 9-12).

Fo r FY2021, students in grades K-3 had a base funding amo unt o f $7,702. Students in

grades 4-6 had a base funding amo unt o f $7,818. Students in grades 7-8 had a base

funding amo unt o f $8,050. Students in grades 9-12 had a base funding amo unt o f $9,329.

The additio nal multipliers applied were 1.104 fo r students in grades K-3 and 1.026 fo r

students in grades 9-12.

As a co nditio n o f receiving the supplemental weighted funds fo r grades K-3, districts

must maintain an average class size o f no  mo re than 24 students in these grades, unless

co llective bargaining agreements fo r each scho o l site allo w o therwise. There are no

co nditio ns attached to  the supplemental funding fo r students in grades 9-12, but this

funding is intended to  re@ect the expenses o f career and technical educatio n fo r scho o ls

serving grades 9-12 scho o ls.

Colorado Co lo rado  do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Connect icut Co nnecticut do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.
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Delaware Delaware pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula by specifying different student-to -funding-

unit ratio s fo r two  different grade spans in grades K-12 and pro viding funding

acco rdingly.

The state assigns a student-to -unit ratio  o f 16.2 to  1 fo r grades K-3 and o f 20 to  1 fo r

grades 4-12. These ratio s determine the number o f reso urce units to  which a district is

entitled. So me o f the unit funding is fo r emplo yee salaries, and the amo unt o f this funding

in each unit is based o n the particular staff emplo yed in the district and their pay in

acco rdance with the state salary schedule. The unit also  includes set amo unts fo r energy

expenses and o ther scho o l co sts. The state restricts ho w a district may distribute this

funding amo unt to  its scho o ls; 98%  o f the unit funding generated by each scho o l’s pupils

fo r staff salaries must be returned to  that scho o l.

Fo r districts that apply, grant funding may also  be pro vided to  suppo rt reading assistance

and reading interventio nists fo r grades K-4 in elementary scho o ls that serve abo ve a

certain thresho ld o f lo w-inco me students and English-language learners.

Dist rict  of

Columbia

The District o f Co lumbia pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different

grade levels. It do es so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students

in three different grade spans.

Fo r FY2021, the base amo unt was multiplied by 1.3 fo r students in kindergarten, 1.08 fo r

students in grades 6-8, and 1.22 fo r students in grades 9-12. Students in grades 1-5 were

funded at the base amo unt.

In FY2021, the District also  applied two  additio nal weights fo r prekindergarten students:

1.34 fo r 3-year-o ld students and 1.3 fo r 4-year-o ld students. The multipliers have been

expressed this way fo r co nsistency with o ther states; funding is actually pro vided in an

amo unt equal to  0.3, 0.08, o r 0.22 times the per-pupil base amo unt, distributed in

additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding. In additio n, the funding fo rmula

weights are applied such that students in multiple catego ries generate supplemental

funding fo r all o f the catego ries to  which they belo ng.

Florida Flo rida pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in two  different

grade spans.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.124 fo r students in grades K-3 and by 1.012 fo r

students in grades 9-12. Students in grades 4-8 are funded at the base amo unt.
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Georgia Geo rgia pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in fo ur different

grade spans.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.6719 fo r students in kindergarten, by 1.2945 fo r

students in grades 1-3, by 1.0389 fo r students in grades 4-5, and by 1.0315 fo r students

in grades 6-8. Students in grades 9-12 are funded at the base amo unt.

The state also  pro vides additio nal pro gram-based allo catio ns to  suppo rt students who

are struggling academically, and these allo catio ns differ by grade level. First, the state

applies multipliers to  the base amo unt fo r students enro lled in the Early Interventio n

Pro gram. This multiplier is 2.0670 fo r kindergarten students, 1.8174 fo r students in

grades 1-3, and 1.8119 fo r students in grades 4-5. Seco nd, the state applies a multiplier o f

1.3573 to  the base amo unt fo r students in a remedial educatio n pro gram; this funding is

available o nly fo r students in grades 6-12 with identi2ed de2ciencies in reading, writing, o r

math.

Hawaii Hawaii pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  bo th by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in two  different

grade spans and by pro viding different amo unts o f who le-scho o l funding fo r scho o ls

serving different grade levels.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.15 fo r students in grades K-2 and by 1.033 fo r

students in grades 6-8. The multipliers have been expressed this way fo r co nsistency

with o ther states. The funding is actually pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.15 o r 0.033

times the per-pupil base amo unt, distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base

amo unt funding. The multipliers used are 2xed at regular intervals by the state’s

Co mmittee o n Weights. The additio nal funding fo r grades K-2 is intended to  suppo rt

smaller class sizes. Students in grades 3-5 and 9-12 are funded at the base amo unt.

The state’s per-scho o l allo catio ns also  vary depending o n the grade levels served.

Scho o ls received baseline funding in the fo llo wing amo unts in FY2022: $307,000 fo r

elementary scho o ls and $402,000 fo r multitrack elementary scho o ls; $461,000 fo r

middle scho o ls and $556,000 fo r multitrack middle scho o ls; $525,000 fo r K-8 scho o ls;

$472,000 fo r high scho o ls; $537,000 fo r 6-12 scho o ls; and $750,000 fo r K-12 scho o ls.
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Idaho Idaho  pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es so

thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula by specifying different student-to -suppo rt-unit

ratio s fo r three different grade spans and pro viding funding fo r suppo rt units

acco rdingly.

Idaho’s suppo rt units are allo cated based o n student-to -unit ratio s that differ fo r

students in kindergarten, grades 1-6, and grades 7-12. These ratio s also  exist o n sliding

scales that vary depending o n the number o f students enro lled in each grade span.

Suppo rt units are meant to  pro vide funding fo r a range o f scho o l staff po sitio ns.

Units are multiplied by different facto rs fo r different catego ries o f scho o l staff; each unit

generates funding fo r 1.021 instructio nal staff po sitio ns, 0.079 pupil service staff

po sitio ns, 0.075 administrative po sitio ns, and 0.375 classi2ed staff po sitio ns. Fo r

instructio nal and pupil services staff, the value o f staff units varies based o n their po sitio n

o n a career ladder matrix that co nsiders years o f experience, perfo rmance criteria,

pro fessio nal co mpensatio n, and additio nal allo catio ns fo r advanced degrees. The career

ladder matrix co nsiders different facto rs fo r career technical educatio n instructio nal

staff. Fo r administrative staff, the value o f staff units varies based o n the years o f

experience, pro fessio nal credentials, and advanced degrees held. Once the suppo rt unit

funding amo unt is calculated, it  is pro vided as a single sum, and districts are no t bo und to

use suppo rt units fo r the specific funded po sitio ns included in the calculatio n.

Illinois Illino is pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula by specifying different student-to -teacher ratio s

fo r two  different grade spans and pro viding funding fo r teacher po sitio ns acco rdingly.

The state assigns a student-to -teacher ratio  o f 20 to  1 fo r grades K-3 and 25 to  1 fo r

grades 4-12. These ratio s determine the number o f teaching units to  which a district is

entitled. The ratio s are lo wer fo r students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds in these grade

spans (see “Po verty” fo r a descriptio n o f this calculatio n). Specialists, principals, assistant

principals, guidance co unselo rs, librarians, and certain o ther staff members are also

assigned in acco rdance with different student-to -staff ratio s depending o n the type o f

scho o l (elementary, middle, o r high scho o ls). Once all staff po sitio ns are calculated fo r a

district, with grade-level variatio n taken into  acco unt, a district’s fo rmula calculatio n

includes a do llar amo unt fo r each po sitio n that matches the state average salary fo r that

po sitio n. These calculatio ns fo rm the basis o f districts’ calculated educatio n co sts.

Because the state plans to  mo ve to ward full fo rmula funding o ver the span o f a number o f

years, annual increases in funding are distributed to  districts with the greatest need fo r

state assistance. To  determine need, districts are assigned to  a percentile ranking

co mparing their ratio  o f reso urces to  educatio n co sts against tho se o f all o ther districts.

Districts are then so rted into  tiers acco rding to  the degree to  which their lo cal

reso urces can be expected to  co ver their lo cal educatio n co sts, and a greater

percentage o f available state aid is distributed to  districts with less ability to  fund their

o wn educatio n co sts.

Indiana Indiana do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Iowa Io wa do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.
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Kansas Kansas do es no t differentiate student funding based o n grade levels.

Kent ucky Kentucky do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Louisiana Lo uisiana pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  by pro viding a supplemental per-pupil allo catio n fo r students in grades 7-12.

Scho o l districts in Lo uisiana receive an additio nal $59 per pupil in grades 7-12 to  suppo rt

the co st o f seco ndary co urse cho ices beyo nd the traditio nal classro o m.

Ho wever, if the scho o l district do es no t spend the entire amo unt by a certain date, the

o riginal allo catio n will be reduced by the amo unt that was no t spent; reallo catio n o ccurs

annually in May.

Maine Maine pro vides a greater level o f funding fo r students in grades pre-K-2 o nly. It do es so

by applying a multiplier o f 1.1 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in these grades.

The multiplier is applied after the base amo unt is adjusted fo r lo cal co st o f living. Students

in grades 3-12 are funded at the base amo unt.

Maryland Maryland do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Massachuset t s Massachusetts pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in fo ur different grade

spans: kindergarten, elementary, junio r high scho o l o r middle scho o l, and high scho o l.

The funding amo unts are calculated based o n the assumptio n that different reso urce

needs apply to  these different grade spans. The per-student co sts included in the base

funding calculatio n fo r each grade span include tho se fo r staff salaries and bene2ts,

instructio nal equipment and techno lo gy, pupil services, and pro fessio nal develo pment,

amo ng o ther reso urces. In FY2021, the base funding to taled $8,206.57 fo r students in

full-day kindergarten, $8,254.48 fo r elementary students, $7,910.16 fo r students in

junio r high o r middle scho o l, and $9,715.46 fo r students in high scho o l.

Different amo unts are assigned to  o ther catego ries o f students that are also  tied to

grade level, including English-language learners in different grade spans and seco ndary

students in career and technical educatio n pro grams. Fo r students in prescho o l and half-

day kindergarten, Massachusetts pro vides appro ximately half the funding allo tted fo r

students in full-day kindergarten.

Michigan Michigan pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  thro ugh pro gram-based allo catio ns. These pro grams are largely fo cused o n early

learning and literacy in grades pre-K-3.

The state pro vides funds fo r literacy co aches at intermediate districts to  assist teachers

in pro viding literacy instructio n in grades pre-K-3; the state allo cated $42 millio n fo r this

purpo se in FY2024. Additio nally, the state pro vides funding to  suppo rt additio nal

instructio nal time fo r students in grades pre-K-3 who  are identi2ed as requiring

additio nal suppo rt in reading; the state allo cated $19.9 millio n fo r this purpo se in FY2024.
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Minnesot a Minneso ta pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  by in@ating the student co unt to  generate extra funding fo r students in grades

7-12.

The student co unt in grades 7-12 is multiplied by 1.2, and the state pro vides the base

per-pupil amo unt in acco rdance with this in@ated co unt. Students in full-day kindergarten

and grades 1-6 are funded at the base amo unt.

Separate fro m the state’s pro visio n o f funding, Minneso ta requires scho o l districts to

direct a po rtio n o f their general educatio n revenue to  reduce elementary class sizes to

no  mo re than 17 students per classro o m teacher, beginning with kindergarten and

grades 1-3. Once the district achieves a student-to -teacher ratio  o f 17 to  1 in

kindergarten and grades 1-3, the district may use the remaining reserved revenue to

reduce class sizes in each subsequent elementary grade.

Mississippi Mississippi do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Missouri Misso uri do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Mont ana Mo ntana pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  tho ugh its standard per-pupil and per-district allo catio ns, which are calculated

differently fo r districts serving different grade levels.

The calculatio n fo r each allo catio n is different fo r districts with elementary grades (K-6)

and no naccredited pro grams fo r grades 7 and 8; districts with accredited middle scho o ls,

junio r high scho o ls, o r pro grams fo r grades 7 and 8; and districts with high scho o l grades

(9-12).

Nebraska Nebraska do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Nevada Nevada do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

New

Hampshire

New Hampshire do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

New Jersey New Jersey pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in grades 6-8

and fo r students in grades 9-12.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.04 fo r students in grades 6-8 and by 1.16 fo r students

in grades 9-12. Students in grades K-5 are funded at the base amo unt.
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New Mexico New Mexico  pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in 2ve different

grade spans.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.44 fo r full-time-equivalent students in kindergarten, by

1.2 fo r students in grade 1, by 1.18 fo r students in grades 2-3, by 1.045 fo r students in

grades 4-6, and by 1.250 fo r students in grades 7-12. The state also  pro vides funding fo r

additio nal instructio nal time fo r students in elementary scho o l o nly that is equal to  0.3

times the base per-pupil amo unt. It also  pro vides an amo unt equal to  0.06 times the base

per-pupil amo unt fo r each full-time-equivalent student enro lled in an elementary physical

educatio n pro gram.

Fo r districts that apply, grant funding may also  be pro vided fo r elementary 2ne arts

educatio n in an amo unt equal to  0.05 times the base amo unt fo r each full-time-equivalent

student in grades K-6.

New York New Yo rk do es no t differentiate co re fo rmula funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Ho wever, certain pro gram-based allo catio ns pro vide increased funding fo r students in

grades 7-12.

New Yo rk applies a multiplier o f 1.25 fo r students in grades 7-12 fo r a number o f expense-

based pro gram allo catio ns. These student co unts are used alo ng with o ther wealth

measures to  determine reimbursement amo unts fo r certain district expenditures, like

transpo rtatio n and building maintenance.

Nort h Carolina No rth Caro lina pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels.

It do es so  thro ugh the reso urce-based aspect o f its fo rmula by specifying different

student-to -teacher ratio s fo r seven different grade spans and funding teacher po sitio ns

acco rdingly.

The state assigns a student-to -teacher ratio  o f 18 to  1 fo r kindergarten; 16 to  1 fo r

grade 1; 17 to  1 fo r grades 2-3; 24 to  1 fo r grades 4-6; 23 to  1 fo r grades 7-8; 26.5 to  1

fo r grade 9; and 29 to  1 fo r grades 10-12. The state also  assigns a ratio  o f 191 to  1 fo r

arts, language, and enrichment teachers in grades K-5. These ratio s determine the

number o f teaching units to  which a district is entitled. The state pro vides funding fo r

these teachers in acco rdance with the state salary schedule.

The state also  pro vides certain pro gram-based allo catio ns o nly fo r students in certain

grade levels. Fo r example, No rth Caro lina pro vides funding fo r summer reading camps fo r

students in grades 1-3 o f up to  $825 per student deemed no t pro ficient in reading.

Nort h Dakot a No rth Dako ta do es no t differentiate mo st kinds o f educatio n funding based o n students’

grade levels.
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Ohio Ohio  pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es so

thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula by specifying different student-to -teacher ratio s fo r

fo ur different grade spans and pro viding funding fo r teacher po sitio ns acco rdingly.

In calculating each district’s base co st, the state assigns a student-teacher ratio  o f 20 to

1 fo r kindergarten, 23 to  1 fo r grades 1-3, 25 to  1 fo r grades 4-8, and 27 to  1 fo r grades

9-12. These ratio s are then used to  calculate the teacher base co st. The state also

pro vides gifted identi2catio n funds in a way that co nsiders each district’s K-6 enro llment

(see “Gifted”).

Oklahoma Oklaho ma pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in fo ur different

grade spans within grades K-12.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.5 fo r students in kindergarten (o r 1.3 fo r students in

half-day kindergarten), by 1.351 fo r students in grades 1-2, by 1.051 fo r students in grade

3, and by 1.2 fo r students in grades 7-12. Students in grades 4-6 are funded at the base

amo unt.

The state appro priated $7.27 per student in grades 8-12 fo r techno lo gy funding in

FY2020, $11 millio n in FY2021 to  suppo rt reading instructio n fo r K-3 students at the

amo unt o f $122.25 per student, and $7.39 per student in grades 8-12 fo r techno lo gy

funding fo r FY2021. In additio n, the state speci2cally pro vides funding fo r sparsely

po pulated districts that is partially dependent o n grade level (see “Sparsity and/o r Small

Size” fo r a descriptio n o f this allo catio n).

Oregon Orego n pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels thro ugh

a pro gram-based allo catio n and by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r

students in districts serving different grade levels.

Orego n pro vides funding to  districts, charter scho o ls, and detentio n and co rrectio nal

pro grams serving students in grades 9-12 as part o f the High Scho o l Success fund.

Recipients must create High Scho o l Success plans go verning the use o f these funds,

which are intended to  establish o r expand effo rts in the areas o f dro po ut preventio n,

career and technical educatio n, and the pro visio n o f co llege-level educatio n

o ppo rtunities. Separately, the state applies multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r

students enro lled in districts o ffering o nly grades K-6, o nly grades K-8, o r o nly grades 9-

12.

In districts o ffering o nly grades K-6 o r K-8, the base amo unt is reduced by 10% , o r

effectively multiplied by 0.9. In districts o ffering o nly grades 9-12, the base amo unt is

multiplied by 1.2.

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Rhode Island Rho de Island do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.
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S out h Carolina So uth Caro lina pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels.

It do es so  by pro viding allo catio ns fo r certain pro grams and staff po sitio ns that are

limited to  certain grade levels.

Funding fo r perso nnel, supplies, and transpo rtatio n related to  career develo pment and

co unseling is allo cated o nly fo r students in grades 6-12. Funding is also  pro vided fo r

elementary scho o l nurses, reading co aches, and physical educatio n teachers.

S out h Dakot a So uth Dako ta do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

T ennessee Tennessee’s fo rmula includes direct funding fo r any student in grades kindergarten

thro ugh 3rd grade intended to  suppo rt early literacy instructio n in suppo rt o f the go al o f

ensuring all students read at grade level by third grade. This funding is subject to  annual

appro priatio ns by the legislature. Fo r the 2023-34 TISA allo catio ns, the K-3 student

direct funding amo unt is $500 per average daily membership.

TISA also  includes direct funding fo r rising 4th grade students who  need additio nal

suppo rts in literacy based o n their perfo rmance o n the 3rd grade English Language Arts

sco res. These funds pro vide reso urces to  suppo rt students with additio nal instructio nal

o ppo rtunities, including tuto ring. Fo r the 2023-34 TISA allo catio ns, the funding amo unt

is $500 per student.

T exas Texas pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels by applying

a multiplier o f 1.1 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r certain students in grades K-3 to

generate funding fo r early learning pro grams and services.

Students in grades K-3 are eligible fo r this supplemental funding if they fall into  o ne o f

two  catego ries: tho se who  are educatio nally disadvantaged, de2ned as tho se who  qualify

fo r free o r reduced-priced lunch under the Natio nal Scho o l Lunch Pro gram, and English-

language learners who  are enro lled in bilingual o r o ther special language pro grams.

Students falling into  bo th catego ries generate this supplemental funding allo catio n twice.

This funding may be used o nly fo r pro grams and services intended to  impro ve reading

and math perfo rmance in grades pre-K-3 and can be used to  suppo rt the implementatio n

o f full-day prekindergarten pro grams. The multiplier has been expressed as 1.1 fo r

co nsistency with o ther states. The funding is pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.1 times

the per-pupil base amo unt, distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base funding.
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Ut ah Utah pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es so

by pro viding a greater level o f funding fo r students in certain elementary grades to  be

used fo r speci2c purpo ses and by pro viding different amo unts o f funding fo r charter

scho o l students in different grade levels.

The state appro priates funds to  reduce class size in grades K-8. The to tal appro priatio n

is divided amo ng scho o l districts in pro po rtio n to  their K-8 enro llment, and it must be

used fo r class size reductio n, in acco rdance with speci2c guidelines. In FY2022, the state

appro priated $161.41 millio n fo r K-8 fo r this purpo se. The state also  allo cates additio nal

funding to  suppo rt literacy instructio n and asso ciated effo rts in grades K-3 and to

suppo rt teachers and learning-in-the-arts instructio n in grades K-6. In FY2022, the state

appro priated $14.55 millio n and $12.88 millio n fo r these purpo ses, respectively.

In charter scho o ls o nly, the state pro vides different amo unts o f funding fo r students in

different grade levels. It do es so  by applying multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r

students in three different grade spans: The base amo unt is multiplied by 0.9 fo r students

in grades 1‐6, by 0.99 fo r students in grades 7-8, and by 1.2 fo r students in grades 9-12.

Vermont Vermo nt pro vides a greater amo unt o f funding fo r students in seco ndary grades o nly. It

do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 1.13 to  the student co unt fo r students in these grades

to  generate additio nal funding fo r these students.

Virginia Virginia pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es

so  thro ugh the reso urce-based co mpo nent o f its fo rmula by specifying different student-

to -teacher ratio s fo r three different grade spans and pro viding funding acco rdingly.

The state assigns a districtwide student-to -teacher ratio  o f 24 to  1 fo r grades K-3, a

districtwide ratio  o f 25 to  1 fo r grades 4-6, and a scho o lwide ratio  o f 21 to  1 in middle and

high scho o ls. These ratio s determine the number o f teaching units to  which a district is

entitled. Principals, assistant principals, librarians, guidance co unselo rs, and clerical staff

are also  allo cated fo r different grade levels in acco rdance with different student-to -staff

ratio s.

The state also  funds additio nal staff po sitio ns and pro vides pro gram-based allo catio ns

that are speci2c to  particular grade levels. The staff po sitio ns include elementary art,

music, physical educatio n, and reading specialists. The pro gram-based allo catio ns are

tho se fo r class size reductio n (which funds additio nal staff po sitio ns in scho o ls that

reduce class size in grades K-3, in acco rdance with target student-to -teacher ratio s that

differ based o n the scho o l’s percentage o f students eligible fo r free lunch under the

Natio nal Scho o l Lunch Pro gram), math interventio n fo r algebra readiness in grades 6-9

(allo cated in pro po rtio n to  the district’s percentage o f students eligible fo r free lunch),

and early reading interventio n in grades K-3.

Pa g e  11 o f 12 h ttp ://fu n d e d .e d b u ild .o rg /re p o rts /is s u e /g ra d e



Fo r a co mplete list o f primary so urces, please see the appro priate state page at funded.edbuild.o rg

Washingt on Washingto n pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula by specifying different student-to -staff

ratio s fo r fo ur different grade spans, and pro viding funding fo r staff po sitio ns acco rdingly.

The state assigns a student-to -teacher ratio  o f 17 to  1 fo r grades K-3, 27 to  1 fo r grades

4-6, 28.53 to  1 fo r grades 7-8, and 28.74 to  1 fo r grades 9-12. Dividing each grade span’s

enro llment by its assigned class size and adding an adjustment fo r planning time

determines the number o f teaching units fo r which a district is entitled to  receive state

funding. The planning time adjustment increases the number o f teacher units by 15.5%  in

grades K-6 and by 20%  in grades 7-12. The state then pro vides funding fo r staff units by

multiplying the state minimum salary allo catio n fo r each staff type by an adjustment fo r

regio nal co st.

Principals, librarians, guidance co unselo rs, nurses, and o ther scho o l-based staff are also

assigned to  scho o ls in acco rdance with different student-to -staff ratio s fo r elementary,

middle, and high scho o ls. In additio n, the state pro vides funding fo r small scho o ls that is

partially dependent o n grade level (see “Sparsity and/o r Small Size” fo r a descriptio n o f

this allo catio n).

West  Virginia West Virginia do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Wisconsin Wisco nsin do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

Wyoming Wyo ming pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It

do es so  thro ugh its reso urce-based fo rmula by specifying students enro lled within an

“at-risk” grade span and pro viding funding acco rdingly.

The state pro vides additio nal funding thro ugh an educatio n reso urce blo ck grant fo r

students enro lled in grades 6-12 as determined by the average daily membership

co mputatio ns fro m the previo us scho o l year.
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