
Special Education Funding
Policies in Each State

Special Education
All states are required by federal law to  pro vide educatio nal services to  students with disabilities. States

pro vide increased funding fo r the educatio n o f these students in a variety o f ways. So me special educatio n

funding appro aches are based o n the number o f students with disabilities generally, o r with speci c disabilities,

in a district, while o thers are based o n the co st o f services o r o n assumptio ns abo ut special educatio n

prevalence. So me states pro vide speci c funding o nly fo r extremely high-co st o r atypical special-needs

students. This repo rt describes the type o f special educatio n funding system used in each state.

Alabama Alabama do es no t pro vide specific, increased funding fo r special educatio n.

To  calculate po tential special educatio n perso nnel co sts, the state applies a multiplier o f

2.5 to  5%  o f each district’s to tal enro llment to  generate assumptio ns abo ut the number

o f staff po sitio ns needed to  suppo rt special educatio n pro grams. Ho wever, this

calculatio n is intended o nly to  pro vide guidance to  districts abo ut likely special educatio n

staf ng co sts; it  do es no t generate additio nal staff funding that districts may use fo r

special educatio n.

Alaska Alaska funds special educatio n using a census-based system, assuming that a set

percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and using

each district’s full student co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special educatio n funding

required.

Alaska applies a multiplier o f 1.2 to  each district’s student co unt to  pro vide funding fo r

students with special needs, including students with disabilities. This multiplier is applied

to  a student co unt that has already been adjusted fo r scho o l size and lo cal co st facto rs

(see “Sparsity and/o r Small Size” fo r mo re info rmatio n). To  receive this funding, districts

must le plans with the Alaska Department o f Educatio n indicating the special-needs

services they will pro vide. Other student catego ries intended to  be served with this

supplemental funding include English-language learners, students identi ed as gifted, and

students enro lled in career and technical educatio n pro grams.

Districts also  receive separate funding fo r students who  require intensive services;

these students are co unted and the number is multiplied by 13. This number is then

added to  the o verall tally in which these students have already been co unted o nce, so

districts effectively receive 14 times the per-student base amo unt fo r each such student

in to tal.

Pa g e  1 o f 24



Arizona Arizo na funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

11 different catego ries based o n their specific disabilities.

The state do es so  by applying different multipliers to  the per-student base amo unt fo r

students in these catego ries. The multipliers range fro m 1.024 to  8.947, depending o n

the disability. These multipliers are applied to  a per-student base amo unt that has already

been adjusted fo r the district’s size, enro llment in different grade levels, and degree o f

geo graphic iso latio n.

The state also  pro vides separate funding fo r discrete institutio ns and pro grams, such as

the Arizo na Scho o l fo r the Blind, and fo r transpo rtatio n fo r students with special needs in

extended-year pro grams.

Arkansas Arkansas do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r special educatio n in mo st cases, and

state funds are set aside o nly fo r students with extremely high-co st o r atypical special

needs.

Special educatio n perso nnel needs are included in the set o f co st assumptio ns that are

facto red in when setting the regular, per-student base amo unt (districts are expected to

require 2.9 special educatio n teachers fo r every 500 students), and funding is no t

separated o ut fo r special educatio n except in extreme cases. The state reimburses

districts fo r the co sts asso ciated with students in appro ved residential facilities within

their bo rders and also  pro vides reimbursement when the co sts o f educating a particular

student with disabilities are equal to  o r greater than $15,000 per year. The amo unt o f

mo ney available fo r reimbursement is dependent o n appro priatio n. In FY2021, $13 millio n

was available fo r reimbursement.

The state also  pro vides so me funding fo r extended-scho o l-year services fo r special

educatio n students.

California Califo rnia funds special educatio n using a census-based system, assuming that a set

percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and using

each district’s full enro llment co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special educatio n

funding required.

The large majo rity o f state special educatio n funds are allo cated based o n the to tal

enro llment o f each Special Educatio n Lo cal Plan Area (SELPA), which are regio nal

co nglo meratio ns o f districts. Each SELPA has a unique per-pupil special educatio n funding

rate co nsisting o f bo th state and federal funds, based primarily o n what the SELPA

received befo re the current funding system was ado pted. Each SELPA develo ps a lo cal

plan to  allo cate funds amo ng the districts in its regio n.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, such as funding fo r mental health services fo r students who  receive

special educatio n services, funding fo r students with lo w-incidence disabilities, funding fo r

pro gram specialists and regio nalized services, and supplemental funds fo r SELPAs that

are designated as small and necessary based o n the number o f students included and the

geo graphy o f the SELPA.
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Colorado Co lo rado  funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

two  different catego ries based o n their specific disabilities.

The state pro vides $1,250 fo r each child with o ne o r mo re disability. A seco nd layer o f

funding o ver and abo ve that allo catio n is pro vided fo r children with a speci c set o f

disabilities, which include visio n o r hearing disabilities, autism, signi cant emo tio nal

disabilities, signi cant limited intellectual capacity, traumatic brain injury, o r multiple

disabilities. The speci c per-pupil amo unt o f this additio nal funding is dependent o n the

amo unt o f mo ney appro priated fo r this purpo se and the pro po rtio n o f a district’s

students with these disabilities co mpared with the number o f such students statewide. In

FY2021, abo ut $198.9 millio n o f special educatio n funding was distributed thro ugh these

per-pupil allo catio ns.

In FY2021, an additio nal $7.3 millio n o f state special educatio n funding was distributed

thro ugh speci c pro gram-based allo catio ns, including funding fo r children in eligible

facilities, reimbursement o f high co sts incurred, and screening and evaluatio n o f yo ung

children.

Connect icut Co nnecticut do es no t pro vide speci c, increased funding fo r special educatio n in mo st

cases, and state funds are set aside o nly fo r students with extremely high-co st o r atypical

special needs.

While services fo r students with disabilities are generally funded o ut o f the base amo unt

under the fo rmula, the state pro vides an Excess Co st Grant to  limit districts’ liability fo r

the co st o f pro viding services to  students with extrao rdinary needs. The Excess Co st

Grant pro vides reimbursement when the co st o f educating a student with disabilities

exceeds 4.5 times the district’s prio r-year net current expenditure per pupil, which is the

to tal per-pupil educatio nal expenditure, excluding certain catego ries, such as spending

fo r transpo rtatio n and capital expenditures.

Fo r students educated in placements made by a state agency, such as the Co nnecticut

Department o f Children and Families, the Excess Co st Grant pro vides reimbursement

when the co st o f educating a student with disabilities exceeds the prio r-year net current

expenditure per pupil.
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Delaware Delaware funds special educatio n using a reso urce-based system, determining the co st

o f delivering special educatio n services in a district based o n the co st o f the reso urces,

staff po sitio ns in particular, required to  do  so .

Special educatio n students are catego rized by the intensity o f services they require

(basic, intensive, o r co mplex), and each catego ry has an assigned ratio  o f students per

unit. The state assigns a student-to -unit ratio  o f 12.2 to  1 fo r basic special educatio n in

grades K-3; 8.4 to  1 fo r basic special educatio n in grades 4-12; 6 to  1 fo r intensive special

educatio n in grades prescho o l thro ugh 12; and 2.6 to  1 fo r co mplex special educatio n in

grades prescho o l thro ugh 12. Units are amo unts o f funding used to  purchase scho o l

reso urces. The number o f students at each grade-level a district serves in each catego ry

determines the number o f units the district receives.

Delaware will reduce the number o f students co mpo sing a basic K-3 special educatio n

unit fro m 12.2 to  8.4 by FY2024. So me o f the unit funding is fo r emplo yee salaries, and the

amo unt o f this funding in each unit is based o n the particular staff emplo yed in the district

and their pay in acco rdance with the state salary schedule. The unit also  includes set

amo unts fo r energy expenses and o ther scho o l co sts.

Dist rict  of

Columbia

The District o f Co lumbia funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system,

pro viding different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are

assigned to  fo ur different catego ries based o n the amo unt o f specialized services they

require.

Students are assigned to  o ne o f fo ur suppo rt levels, ranging fro m students receiving

fewer than eight ho urs per scho o l week o f specialized services to  tho se receiving mo re

than 24 ho urs per week o f specialized services. Different multipliers are applied to  the

per-student base amo unt fo r students at the different levels. In FY2021, these

multipliers ranged fro m 1.97 to  4.49. A separate multiplier o f 1.17 was applied to  the base

amo unt fo r students enro lled in designated special educatio n scho o ls. The multipliers

have been expressed this way fo r co nsistency with o ther states; funding is actually

pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.97, 3.49, o r 0.17 times the per-pupil base amo unt,

distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding. In additio n, the funding

fo rmula weights are applied such that students in multiple catego ries generate

supplemental funding fo r all o f the catego ries to  which they belo ng.

The District also  pro vides weighted funding fo r special educatio n students in extended-

year pro grams and residential scho o ls, with multipliers differentiated based o n students’

suppo rt levels. Additio nal weighted funding is pro vided fo r all students with disabilities to

suppo rt special educatio n co mpliance effo rts and atto rney’s fees. Lo cal educatio n

agencies that o pt o ut o f receiving federal grants under the Individuals With Disabilities

Educatio n Act are no t eligible to  receive any weighted state funding fo r students with

disabilities. Separate fro m the weighted fo rmula calculatio n, funding is pro vided fo r the

transpo rtatio n o f students with disabilities.
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Florida Flo rida funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating multiple student

weights, pro viding different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students, as well

as a blo ck grant. Students are assigned to  ve different catego ries, and districts receive a

grant based o n histo rical funding levels.

Students are catego rized into  ve suppo rt levels, ranging fro m students with a lo w need

fo r specialized suppo rts (Level 1) to  tho se receiving co ntinuo us and intense assistance,

multiple services, o r substantial mo di catio ns to  learning activities (Level 5). Students in

Levels 4 and 5 are funded at the per-student base amo unt multiplied by 3.644 and 5.462,

respectively. Students in the rst three suppo rt levels do  no t receive supplemental

funding o n a per-student basis. Ho wever, a blo ck grant called the Exceptio nal Student

Educatio n (ESE) Guaranteed Allo catio n is given to  all districts; this grant is primarily

intended to  fund the pro visio n o f services to  students belo w Level 4. In FY2021, Flo rida

pro vided abo ut $1.09 billio n in ESE allo catio ns.

The ESE Guaranteed Allo catio n given to  each district in FY2001, when the grant was

created, was based o n the amo unt that prio r funding systems had generated. Since then,

the allo catio n has been adjusted to  re ect changes in the number o f students in each

district assigned to  suppo rt Levels 1-3 but has no t been fundamentally recalculated.

Georgia Geo rgia funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

five different catego ries based mo stly o n their specific disabilities.

Speci cally, students are assigned either to  o ne o f fo ur weighted catego ries based o n

their particular disabilities and the pro po rtio n o f the scho o l day during which they

receive services fo r tho se disabilities o r to  a fth catego ry fo r students receiving

services in the general educatio n setting. The state pro vides supplemental funding fo r

students in these catego ries by applying different multipliers to  the per-student base

amo unt. The multipliers range fro m 2.4111 to  5.8684, depending o n the speci cs o f the

student’s diagno sis and educatio n plan.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including grants fo r services fo r certain students with emo tio nal and

behavio ral diso rders; a scho larship pro gram fo r students with special needs to  attend

participating private scho o ls; funding fo r teachers in state-o perated facilities; suppo rt fo r

residential placements and fo r reintegratio n services after such a placement; and grant

funding fo r services to  students with very high-co st, lo w-incidence disabilities.

Pa g e  5 o f 24



Hawaii Hawaii funds special educatio n by inco rpo rating a separate single student weighted

fo rmula and blo ck grant funding. It do es so  by applying a multiplier to  a base amo unt fo r

certain students with disabilities, pro viding a at per-scho o l amo unt, and allo wing lo cal

educatio n o fficials to  discretio narily allo cate additio nal do llars to  scho o ls.

In FY2021, the state pro vided each scho o l with a base level o f $66,000 to  suppo rt the

pro visio n o f special educatio n services. The state also  applies a multiplier o f 1.1 to  a per-

pupil amo unt ($12,775 in FY2021) fo r each student with a speci c learning disability,

speech o r language disability, o r o ther health disability. The result o f this fo rmula is split

between scho o ls and Co mplex Areas; 90%  o f the to tal is allo cated directly to  scho o ls in

pro po rtio n to  their student co unts, and 10%  is allo cated to  scho o ls at the discretio n o f

the Co mplex Area superintendents, who  each o versee two  to  fo ur high scho o ls and their

feeder elementary and middle scho o ls.

The multiplier has been expressed this way fo r co nsistency with o ther states. The

funding is actually pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.1 times the per-pupil base amo unt,

distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding. The multiplier is applied

to  the base amo unt beginning o nly with the fth eligible student; scho o ls with fo ur o r

fewer qualifying students do  no t receive any weighted funding fo r these students.

Idaho Idaho  funds special educatio n using a census-based system, assuming that a set

percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and using

each district’s full enro llment co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special educatio n

funding required.

Special educatio n enro llment is assumed to  be 6%  o f K-6 enro llment and 5.5%  o f 7-12

enro llment, excluding students in residential facilities. The actual number o f students in

residential facilities is added to  these numbers, pro ducing a to tal assumed special

educatio n co unt. This gure is then divided by 14.5 to  determine the number o f

exceptio nal child suppo rt staff units generated by the district, which in turn generate

state funding.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r districts with that educate students in residential

facilities and that identify and serve an abo ve-average pro po rtio n o f students with

serio us emo tio nal disturbances. Prescho o ls students are funded based o n the amo unt o f

time each week they spend receiving special educatio n services.
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Illinois Illino is funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating a reso urce-based

system, which determines the co st o f delivering special educatio n based o n the co st o f

the reso urces required to  do  so , and census-based assumptio ns, which assume that a

set percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services.

Special educatio n is funded thro ugh suppo rt fo r additio nal staff po sitio ns. These

po sitio ns are allo cated in acco rdance with student-to -teacher ratio s that are based o n a

district’s full enro llment co unt rather than o n a co unt o f students with disabilities. The

state assigns a student-to -staff ratio  o f 141 to  1 fo r special educatio n co re teachers and

instructio nal assistants and 1,000 to  1 fo r psycho lo gists. Once all staff po sitio ns are

calculated fo r a district, the district’s fo rmula calculatio n includes a do llar amo unt fo r each

po sitio n that matches the state average salary fo r that po sitio n. Because the state plans

to  mo ve to ward full fo rmula funding o ver the span o f a number o f years, annual increases

in funding are distributed to  districts with the greatest need fo r state assistance. To

determine need, districts are assigned to  a percentile ranking co mparing their ratio  o f

reso urces to  educatio n co sts against tho se o f all o ther districts. Districts are then

so rted into  tiers acco rding to  the degree to  which their lo cal reso urces can be expected

to  co ver their lo cal educatio n co sts, and a greater percentage o f available state aid is

distributed to  districts with less ability to  fund their o wn educatio n co sts.

The remainder o f state educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh pro gram-speci c

allo catio ns, including funding fo r special educatio n transpo rtatio n and full o r partial

reimbursements fo r tuitio n fo r students with disabilities enro lled in private scho o ls o r

under state guardianship. Separately, districts co ntinue to  receive funding fro m the state

equal to  o r mo re than the amo unt they received prio r to  the state’s last majo r funding

refo rm (with mino r adjustments), which included three grants related to  special

educatio n.

Indiana Indiana funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

fo ur different catego ries based mo stly o n their specific disabilities.

Speci cally, K-12 students are assigned to  o ne o f three weighted catego ries based o n

the severity o f their disabilities, o r to  a fo urth catego ry fo r students in ho mebo und

pro grams, each o f which pro vides a set amo unt o f funding in additio n to  the per-student

base amo unt. These additio nal allo catio ns range fro m $500 to  $9,156 per student.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r the eld services pro vided by the Indiana Divisio n

o f Special Educatio n; fo r the Best Buddies Pro gram; fo r peo ple with intellectual and

develo pmental disabilities; and fo r students in, transitio ning fro m, o r needing suppo rt to

remain o ut o f residential treatment.
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Iowa Io wa funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding different

levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to  three

different catego ries based o n their disabilities and the settings in which they receive

special educatio n services.

The state funding fo rmula applies different multipliers to  the per-student base amo unt

fo r students in these catego ries. The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.72, 2.21, o r 3.74, as

appro priate to  the needs o utlined in the student’s individual special educatio n pro gram.

The multipliers have been expressed this way fo r co nsistency with o ther states. The

funding is actually pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.72, 1.21, o r 2.74 times the per-pupil

base amo unt, distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding. The

Scho o l Budget Review Co mmittee meets biannually to  mo dify the special educatio n

weighting plan and has the autho rity to  adjust the multipliers used.

In additio n to  the funding districts receive fo r special educatio n pro grams, an amo unt is

added to  the budgets o f all districts to  send to  their area educatio n agencies fo r their

pro visio n o f special educatio n suppo rt services, alo ng with the funding given to  these

agencies fo r media and educatio nal suppo rt services.

Kansas Kansas funds special educatio n using a partial reimbursement system: The state

calculates the expenses incurred, by district, fo r special educatio n services and

reimburses a po rtio n o f tho se co sts.

The state reimburses districts fo r 92%  o f the no nfederal funds expended fo r special

educatio n services fo r students with disabilities. This percentage may be reduced in the

event o f insuf cient appro priatio ns; in FY2021, the reimbursement rate was budgeted at

appro ximately 73% . These reimbursements include fo ur speci c partial reimbursements:

fo r staff co sts fo r special educatio n teachers (in an amo unt based o n the percentage o f

the state’s full-time-equivalent special educatio n teachers who  are wo rking in the

district); reimbursements fo r services to  special educatio n students eligible fo r Medicaid

(limited to  $9 millio n per year in to tal); reimbursements fo r special educatio n

transpo rtatio n (at a rate o f 80%  o f co sts); and suppo rt fo r especially high-co st services

to  students with disabilities (at a rate o f 75%  o f co sts abo ve a calculated thresho ld).

The amo unt o f special educatio n aid received by the district is used to  co mpute a facto r

called the special educatio n and related services weighting. This facto r do es no t

generate additio nal state funding fo r the district, but it do es affect districts’ to tal

permitted spending levels. Districts receiving greater amo unts o f state special educatio n

aid are allo wed to  budget and spend a larger amo unt o f lo cal revenue.
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Kent ucky Kentucky funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

three different catego ries based o n their specific disabilities.

Kentucky applies different multipliers to  the per-student base amo unt fo r students

based o n three catego ries: lo w incidence disabilities, mo derate incidence disabilities, and

high incidence disabilities. Each catego ry has a multiplier o f 3.35, 2.17, and 1.24,

respectively.

The multipliers have been expressed this way fo r co nsistency with o ther states. The

funding is actually pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.24 fo r high incidence disabilities, 1.17

mo derate incidence disabilities, o r 2.35 times the per-pupil base amo unt fo r lo w incidence

disabilities, distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base amo unt funding. The state

budget also  includes line items fo r the Kentucky Scho o l fo r the Blind and the Kentucky

Scho o l fo r the Deaf.

Louisiana Lo uisiana funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding the

same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f the severity

o f tho se disabilities. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 2.5 to  the per-student base

amo unt fo r students with disabilities.

Lo uisiana also  pro vides a High Co st Services Allo catio n, funded o ut o f state and federal

mo nies, available when a student’s educatio n plan impo ses co sts mo re than three times

the average per-pupil expenditure.

Maine Maine funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different gro ups o f students. Students are assigned to

three different catego ries based o n the co ncentratio ns o f students with disabilities in

their districts.

Maine applies different multipliers to  the per-student base amo unt fo r students in these

gro ups. Speci cally, students with disabilities that represent up to  15%  o f district

enro llment are funded at a level equal to  the per-student base amo unt multiplied by 1.5;

abo ve that thresho ld, they are funded at a level equal to  the per-student base amo unt

multiplied by 1.38. In districts with fewer than 20 students identi ed as having disabilities,

the appro priate multiplier is increased by 0.29. The multiplier is applied after the base

amo unt is adjusted fo r lo cal co st o f living.

These multipliers are applied to  district-speci c per-student base amo unts that re ect

lo cal co sts. Adjustments are also  made fo r especially high-co st students and to  ensure

maintenance o f state effo rt fro m year to  year.
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Maryland Maryland funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding the

same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f the severity

o f tho se disabilities. It do es so  by applying a multiplier to  the per-student base amo unt

fo r students with disabilities. In FY2022, the multiplier was 1.86 times the base per-pupil

amo unt. Maryland will gradually adjust the multiplier o ver a span o f 11 years to  2.46 times

the base per-pupil amo unt in FY2033.

Ho wever, the allo catio n given to  each district based o n this calculatio n is adjusted three

times: First, it  is divided by the ratio  o f lo cal wealth per student to  statewide wealth per

pupil. Seco nd, it  is adjusted to  ensure that the state assumes 50%  o f the o verall

respo nsibility statewide fo r the funding o f three designated “at-risk” student gro ups

(special educatio n students, English-language learners, and lo w-inco me pupils). Third, if

the result o f the calculatio n described abo ve, added to  the amo unts o f supplemental

funding calculated fo r the o ther two  at-risk catego ries, do es no t sum this intended 50%

co ntributio n, then the calculated amo unt is pro po rtio nally adjusted to  bring the

co ntributio n back to  the desired level.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r special needs students in no npublic placements

and $1,000 per student with disabilities fo r transpo rtatio n.

Massachuset t s Massachusetts funds special educatio n using a census-based system, assuming that a set

percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and using

each district’s full enro llment co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special educatio n

funding required.

The state assumes that in-district special educatio n placements will equal 3.79%  o f each

district’s no ncareer and technical educatio n enro llment and 4.79%  o f its career and

technical educatio n enro llment in grades K-12. Out-o f-district special educatio n

placements are assumed to  equal 1%  o f K-12 enro llment. In FY2021, the state allo cated

$27,708.02 fo r each assumed, in-district, special educatio n student and $30,044.07 fo r

each assumed, o ut-o f-district, special educatio n student. The do llar amo unts are

calculated based o n the increased reso urce co sts asso ciated with educating students

with disabilities. The per-student co sts included in the calculatio n fo r each catego ry

include tho se fo r staff salaries and bene ts, instructio nal equipment and techno lo gy,

pupil services, and pro fessio nal develo pment, amo ng o ther reso urces.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns. These include a partial reimbursement fo r districts serving students

with needs impo sing co sts abo ve a given thresho ld, set at $45,793 in FY2020 and

adjusted fo r in atio n annually thereafter (that reimbursement co vers 75%  o f co sts

incurred abo ve that thresho ld); a reimbursement fo r instructio nal and transpo rtatio n

co sts fo r students receiving special educatio n services o utside their ho me districts; and

an “extrao rdinary relief” pro gram that suppo rts districts who se special educatio n

expenses see at least a 25%  year-o ver-year increase.
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Michigan Michigan funds special educatio n using a partial reimbursement system, in which districts

repo rt their special educatio n expenses to  the state and receive reimbursement fo r a

po rtio n o f tho se expenses.

By statute, the state reimburses districts fo r 28.6138%  o f to tal appro ved co sts fo r

special educatio n, including salaries fo r special educatio n perso nnel, and 70.4165%  o f

to tal appro ved co sts fo r special educatio n transpo rtatio n. Additio nally, the state has

appro priated funds speci cally to  increase these reimbursement percentages by

appro ximately 3 percentage po ints. If these pro po rtio ns amo unt to  less than the full per-

student base amo unt times the number o f students with disabilities, then the state must

pro vide at least that number. This is because the entire base amo unt fo r special

educatio n students is co vered by the state, with no  required co ntributio n fro m the

district. Ho wever, reimbursement may generally no t exceed 75%  o f to tal appro ved co sts.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funds to  co ver appro ved co sts fo r students receiving special

educatio n services in certain residential settings and to  pay tuitio n fo r tho se enro lled at

the Michigan Scho o l fo r the Deaf and the Michigan Scho o l fo r the Blind. The state allo tted

$820 millio n to ward special educatio n funding in FY2024.

Minnesot a Minneso ta funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating multiple student

weights, a census-based funding allo catio n, and partial reimbursement. Minneso ta

pro vides partial reimbursement o f special educatio n expenses at a level that is calculated

by a fo rmula that assigns students to  three different catego ries and also  pro vides an

amo unt fo r every pupil in the district to  suppo rt special educatio n services.

Districts receive Initial Special Educatio n Aid, which is a partial reimbursement equivalent

to  the sum o f special educatio n-related transpo rtatio n services and the lesser o f 50%  o f

the district’s no nfederal special educatio n expenditures fo r the prio r year (including

fringe bene ts), 62%  o f the district’s special educatio n expenditures fro m the prio r year

based o n an o ld allo catio n fo rmula (that excludes fringe bene ts, as de ned in Minneso ta

Statutes, sectio n 125A.76, subdivisio n 2, (repealed in 2013)), o r 56%  o f the result o f a

pupil-based fo rmula that includes an adjusted co unt o f all students and co unts o f

students with special needs at three different co st levels. Students with special needs

are assigned to  the three co st levels based o n their diagno ses. Beginning with FY2021,

to  pro vide additio nal funding to  suppo rt special educatio n, the state also  allo cated an

amo unt per student equal to  the sum o f $460, $405 multiplied by the percentage o f

students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds that the district serves, and $0.008 multiplied by

the district’s to tal student co unt.

The state also  pro vides a seco nd partial reimbursement fo r no nfederal co sts no t

previo usly reimbursed and adjusts its aid to  meet a ho ld-harmless guarantee related to

changes to  the special educatio n funding system that went into  effect in FY2016.
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Mississippi Mississippi funds special educatio n using a reso urce-based system, determining the co st

o f delivering special educatio n services in a district based o n the co st o f the reso urces—

staff po sitio ns in particular—required to  do  so .

The state estimates the number o f special educatio n teacher units that each district

requires, calculates the average salary drawn by special educatio n teachers in each

district based o n perso nnel repo rts fro m the prio r year, and then multiplies these

numbers to  pro duce the Special Educatio n Add-On Allo catio n, which districts may use as

they see fit.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r language services, po sitive behavio r specialists

and o ther suppo rt staff, extended-year instructio n, and the educatio n o f students with

disabilities in private scho o ls and facilities.

Missouri Misso uri funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding the

same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f the severity

o f tho se disabilities. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 1.75 to  the per-student base

amo unt fo r students with disabilities.

Ho wever, the state pro vides special educatio n funding o nly fo r students abo ve a certain

prevalence thresho ld. In 2020-21, the thresho ld was 12.83%  o f district enro llment. The

thresho ld fo r supplemental funding fo r students with disabilities is calculated as fo llo ws:

First, the state identi es “perfo rmance districts” (tho se that have met certain

perfo rmance standards). Then, the state calculates the average special educatio n

enro llment percentage acro ss these districts, excluding certain o utlier districts. The

average special educatio n enro llment beco mes the enro llment thresho ld abo ve which

special educatio n students in each district receive supplemental funding.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh reimbursements

fo r the educatio n o f high-co st students (tho se who se educatio nal co sts exceed three

times that district’s current per-pupil expenditure); fo r students with a perso nal aide,

private nurse, o r interpreter; fo r students placed in a scho o l o utside their district o f

residence by a state agency; and fo r the Readers fo r the Blind Pro gram.
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Mont ana Mo ntana funds special educatio n using a census-based system, assuming that a set

percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and using

each district’s full enro llment co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special educatio n

funding required.

The state allo cates a small at amo unt fo r every student in the district rather than fo r

each student with disabilities. The state pro vides the greater o f a at amo unt per

student ($287.93 fo r FY2022) o r the district’s prio r-year to tal amo unt fo r special

educatio n instructio n and related services. As part o f the 40%  lo cal share requirement

fo r special educatio n co sts, districts must raise $1 o f lo cal funds fo r every $3 in state

funds pro vided fo r these purpo ses. If a district has allo wable co sts exceeding the grants

plus that required lo cal match, the state will pro vide a partial reimbursement o f at least

40%  o f tho se co sts, pursuant to  statuto ry limits.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r special educatio n co o peratives (fo r administratio n

and travel) and fo r services fo r disabled students who  are placed by the state in a district

o ther than their district o f residence.

Nebraska Nebraska funds special educatio n using a partial reimbursement system, in which districts

repo rt their special educatio n expenses to  the state and receive reimbursement fo r a

po rtio n o f tho se expenses.

Districts are required to  repo rt all the co sts asso ciated with educating special educatio n

students; these co sts are then co nverted into  a per-pupil gure. Separately, a full-time-

equivalent special educatio n enro llment figure is calculated by to taling the pro po rtio ns o f

aggregate time each child receives special educatio n and related services during the

regular scho o l day. After this enro llment is multiplied by the per-pupil co st amo unt, the

general educatio n instructio nal co sts asso ciated with these students are subtracted,

leaving the co sts o f pro viding special educatio n instructio n and services. The percentage

reimbursement rate is applied to  this amo unt. The reimbursement rate is based o n the

amo unt o f funds appro priated fo r the purpo se; in FY2022, the legislature appro priated

abo ut $233 millio n.

The Nebraska Department o f Health and Human Services is respo nsible fo r the co sts o f

educating wards o f the state o r co urt who  have been placed o utside their district o f

residence, including special educatio n co sts.
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Nevada Nevada funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different gro ups o f students. Students are assigned to  two

different catego ries based o n the co ncentratio ns o f students with disabilities in their

districts.

The state applies o ne multiplier fo r scho o l districts where fewer than 13%  o f students

are eligible fo r special educatio n services. Fo r districts where mo re than 13%  o f students

are eligible fo r special educatio n, the district receives, fo r each additio nal student abo ve

that thresho ld, an amo unt equal to  o ne-half o f the amo unt it receives fo r students in

special educatio n belo w that thresho ld. Funds are appro priated each year to  pro vide

increased funding fo r the rst catego ry o f students with disabilities (tho se up to  13%  o f

each district’s enro llment). The state appro priated $223.20 millio n fo r FY2022 and

$228.76 millio n fo r FY2023. The state then co mputes the multiplier fo r this gro up using

the size o f the appro priatio n, each district’s speci c base funding amo unt, and each

district’s co unt o f students with disabilities. Separately, the state pro vides funding equal

to  half o f the per-pupil amo unt generated by this multiplier fo r students in the seco nd

catego ry (tho se exceeding 13%  o f their district’s enro llment). When there is no t eno ugh

supplemental funding to  co ver this amo unt fo r all students in the seco nd catego ry, the

state reduces the funding pro po rtio nally acro ss all scho o l districts.

Any student eligible fo r increased funding in multiple catego ries (English-language

learner, student po verty, special educatio n, gifted) may receive o nly the increased

funding fo r the catego ry with the highest multiplier fo r which the student is eligible.

Nevada also  distributes so me special educatio n funding thro ugh speci c pro gram-based

allo catio ns, including funding fo r students with high-co st needs and reimbursements fo r

ho spitals and residential treatment facilities o perating licensed private scho o ls fo r their

patients o r residents.

New

Hampshire

New Hampshire funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding

the same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f the

severity o f tho se disabilities.

It do es so  in the fo rm o f a at allo catio n fo r each student with disabilities. In FY2022, this

allo catio n was $2,037.11 per eligible student.
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New Jersey New Jersey funds special educatio n using a census-based system, assuming that a set

percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and using

each district’s full enro llment co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special educatio n

funding required.

The state assumes that 15.40%  o f students in each district will require special educatio n

services and that 1.57%  will require speech services o nly, and it pro vides at amo unts o f

funding fo r each student assumed to  require tho se services. The state pro vides

supplemental funding fo r these students in the at amo unts o f $18,612 and $1,220,

respectively. All districts receive at least a po rtio n o f this special educatio n funding, even

if they are to o  wealthy to  qualify fo r o ther fo rmula aid. The allo catio n is adjusted fo r the

co st o f living in the co unty where the district is lo cated.

There is also  a partial reimbursement available fo r individual students receiving high-co st

special educatio n services — that is, students with disabilities who se co sts exceed

$40,000 fo r a public scho o l placement, o r who se co sts exceed $55,000 fo r a private

scho o l placement. There is also  state funding available fo r students with special

transpo rtatio n needs.

New Mexico New Mexico  funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

fo ur different catego ries based o n the services they receive.

The state applies different multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in these

catego ries. The multipliers range fro m 1.7 to  3.0, depending o n the degree o f

mo di catio n to  the general educatio n pro gram the student requires. Additio nally, there

is a high-co st fund fo r students who  impo se co sts three times greater than the

statewide average amo unt expended per student (a thresho ld that amo unted to  $23,439

in FY2020), tho ugh districts qualify o nly if they serve a certain minimum number o f high-

co st students (that thresho ld varies with district size).

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r speech therapy, mo bility services, psycho lo gical

services, and the New Mexico  Scho o ls fo r the Deaf and Blind.
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New York New Yo rk funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding the

same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities regardless o f the severity

o f tho se disabilities. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 2.41 to  the per-student base

amo unt fo r students with disabilities.

Fo r the purpo ses o f generating a higher fo rmula amo unt fo r districts serving students

with disabilities, New Yo rk applies a multiplier o f 2.41 to  the base amo unt fo r these

students. In additio n, the state pro vides transitio nal funding equal to  1.5 times the per-

student base fo r students with disabilities in their rst year in a full-time, regular

educatio n pro gram after having been in a special educatio n pro gram. Separately,

students who se disability impo ses co sts exceeding the lesser o f $10,000 o r fo ur times

the district’s general per-pupil educatio n spending amo unt fro m two  years prio r receive

additio nal aid.

Additio nally, New Yo rk co nsiders the needs o f students with disabilities when measuring

the district’s level o f per-pupil wealth, a number that facto rs into  the calculatio n o f the

district’s ability to  fund educatio n with lo cal do llars. When co unting students fo r this

purpo se, the state co unts each student who  learns in a special class setting 60%  o r

mo re o f the time as 2.7 students, and it co unts students receiving special educatio n

services at least 20%  o f the time as 1.9 students. This adjustment affects the po rtio n o f

the district’s fo rmula amo unt that will be funded by the state.

Nort h Carolina No rth Caro lina funds special educatio n using a single student weight system: It pro vides

the same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f the

severity o f tho se disabilities. It do es so  in the fo rm o f a at allo catio n in the amo unt o f

$4,549.88 in FY2021 fo r each student with disabilities.

No rth Caro lina scho o l districts receive funding based o n the number o f students with

disabilities they serve o r 12.75%  o f district enro llment, whichever is less. The state also

pro vides funding equal to  the average salary o f a teacher plus bene ts, which is

distributed to  districts based o n their number o f children with disabilities in pre-K-5.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r gro up ho mes and o ther o ut-o f-district

placements, develo pmental day centers, co mmunity residential centers, behavio ral

suppo rt grants, and suppo rt fo r districts serving children with extrao rdinary needs who

transfer into  tho se districts after o ther funds have been allo cated. There is a separate

Disabilities Grant Pro gram, created by the state but no t administered by the state

department o f educatio n, that pro vides scho larships o f up to  $8,000 to  students with

disabilities who  attend private scho o ls.
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Nort h Dakot a No rth Dako ta funds special educatio n using a census-based system, which assumes that a

set percentage o f students in each district will require special educatio n services and

then uses each district’s full enro llment co unt to  determine the amo unt o f special

educatio n funding required.

The state calculates this funding by multiplying districts’ actual enro llment by 1.082 and

then pro viding the state’s regular per-student funding o n the basis o f each district’s

in ated co unt rather than its true student po pulatio n. In o rder to  receive this

supplemental funding, districts must le a plan with the state indicating which special

needs services will be pro vided. The state also  pro vides funding fo r individual students

who se co sts exceed fo ur times the state average educatio n co st per student and fo r

districts spending mo re than 2%  o f their annual budgets o n the pro visio n o f special

educatio n to  any o ne student.

Additio nally, scho o l districts can be reimbursed fo r 80%  o f ro o m and bo ard co sts fo r a

student with disabilities who  is placed in a residential facility.

Ohio Ohio  funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding different

levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to  six

different catego ries based o n their specific disabilities.

Fo r FY2022 and FY2023, Ohio  pro vides special educatio n funding by applying different

multipliers to  the statewide average base amo unt fo r students in these catego ries.

These multipliers range fro m 1.2535 fo r students in Catego ry 1, who se primary o r o nly

identi ed disability is a speech and language disability, to  4.9554 fo r students in Catego ry

6, which includes students with autism, traumatic brain injuries, o r bo th visual and hearing

impairments. Catastro phic aid pro vides reimbursement o f at least 50%  o f co sts

exceeding $27,375 fo r children in Catego ries 2-5 o r exceeding $32,850 fo r children in

Catego ry 6.

In FY2022 and FY2023, Ohio  also  pro vides special educatio n transpo rtatio n funding

based o n a district’s state share. Districts receive the actual co sts o f transpo rting

students with disabilities attending an appro ved special educatio n pro gram who  require

transpo rtatio n services o ther than a regular scho o l bus multiplied by the greater o f the

district’s state share percentage o r 29.17%  fo r FY2022 o r 33.33%  fo r FY2023. The state

also  pro vides pro gram-based allo catio ns fo r students with disabilities, such as

scho larships fo r children with autism to  attend scho o l o utside their district o f residency.
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Oklahoma Oklaho ma funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

13 different catego ries based o n their specific disabilities.

It do es so  by applying different multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in

these catego ries. The multipliers range fro m 1.05 to  4.80, depending o n a student’s

primary disability. Students may also  be assigned to  a seco ndary disability catego ry fro m

the same list. Seco ndary disabilities generate the same amo unt o f supplemental funds as

primary disabilities but do  no t include the base funding, so  weights range fro m 0.05 to

3.80. A student’s educatio n plan may also  list required related services co nnected to  a

disability catego ry (such as audio lo gy services, which are related to  the hearing

impairment disability catego ry). When a student receives a service, he o r she may

generate additio nal funding fo r the disability with which that service is co nnected.

When a student is eligible fo r all three disability catego ries (a primary disability, a

seco ndary disability, and related services), the student’s funding will rst be adjusted fo r

the primary disability; then, the state will review the seco ndary disability and the related

service to  determine which o f the two  entries is asso ciated with a higher funding amo unt,

and o nly that amo unt will be added to  the primary disability weight. If a student’s related

service relates to  his o r her primary disability, the student is weighted o nly o nce fo r that

disability. The state also  pro vides scho larships fo r students with disabilities who se

parents send them to  appro ved private scho o ls.

Oregon Orego n funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding the same

amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities regardless o f the severity o f

tho se disabilities. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 2.0 to  the per-student base

amo unt fo r students with disabilities.

Students eligible fo r this funding are tho se identi ed as falling within o ne o f 12 different

disability catego ries listed in state law; ho wever, the percentage o f enro llment that can

be funded using this multiplier may no t exceed 11% . Abo ve that prevalence thresho ld,

students with disabilities are funded at a lo wer level determined by the state department

o f educatio n. Additio nally, the state pro vides partial reimbursements fo r the educatio n o f

students who se appro ved special educatio n co sts exceed $30,000 per year.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including the Orego n Scho o l fo r the Deaf; ho spital pro grams, day

treatment pro grams, and residential treatment pro grams fo r children with disabilities;

regio nal services pro vided to  children with lo w-incidence disabilities; evaluatio n services

to  determine eligibility fo r special needs services; and matching grants fo r Medicaid

do llars secured by each district to  suppo rt services fo r children with disabilities. The

speech patho lo gy pro gram and skilled nursing facilities are suppo rted by separate state

funding streams.
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Pennsylvania Pennsylvania funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Every district receives at

least as much as it received fo r special educatio n in FY2014. Fo r the purpo ses o f

distributing any additio nal appro priated funding, students are assigned to  three different

catego ries based o n the estimated co st o f educating students with their particular

disabilities. Pennsylvania also  distributes so me special educatio n funding thro ugh

pro gram-based allo catio ns.

The state applies different multipliers fo r special educatio n students based o n the co st o f

educating them, as repo rted by the district annually. A multiplier o f 1.51 is applied to  the

co unt o f special educatio n students who  are estimated to  co st between $1 and $24,999

to  educate; a multiplier o f 3.77 to  the co unt o f special educatio n students who  are

estimated to  co st between $25,000 and $49,999 to  educate; and a multiplier o f 7.46 to

the co unt o f special educatio n students who  are estimated to  co st $50,000 o r mo re to

educate. Pennsylvania also  adjusts the level o f special educatio n funding districts receive

based o n district sparsity and size, pro perty wealth and inco me, and pro perty tax rates.

Pennsylvania adjusts special educatio n funding do wnward fo r districts with very lo w

pro perty tax rates. Funding in excess o f the FY2014 amo unt is allo cated in acco rdance

with the in ated student co unt. Pennsylvania also  distributes so me special educatio n

funding thro ugh pro gram-based allo catio ns, including thro ugh the Special Educatio n

Co ntingency Fund, thro ugh intermediate administrative units, fo r the Institutio nalized

Children’s Pro gram, and fo r special educatio n students placed o ut o f state.

Rhode Island Rho de Island do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r special educatio n in mo st cases, and

state funds are set aside o nly fo r students with extremely high-co st o r atypical special

needs.

The state’s per-student base amo unt is based o n average educatio n expenditures acro ss

several No rtheastern states and is intended to  co ver a po rtio n o f special educatio n

expenses. Ho wever, the state do es pro vide separate funds to  defray especially high

special educatio n co sts (effectively, tho se exceeding ve times the base amo unt) and fully

suppo rts the Ho spital Scho o l at Hasbro  Children’s Ho spital.

S out h Carolina So uth Caro lina funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system,

pro viding different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are

assigned to  10 different catego ries based mo stly o n their specific disabilities.

Speci cally, students are assigned to  o ne o f nine catego ries based o n their disabilities, o r

to  a 10th catego ry fo r ho mebo und students. The state pro vides supplemental funding

fo r students in these catego ries by applying different multipliers to  the per-student base

amo unt. The multipliers fo r no nho mebo und students with disabilities range fro m 1.74 to

2.57, depending o n the speci cs o f the student’s diagno sis and educatio n plan.

Ho mebo und students with disabilities are funded at the base amo unt. State law requires

districts to  expend 85%  o f the amo unt generated fo r a particular disability catego ry o n

that catego ry o f students.

Additio nal funding may be repurpo sed to  ensure the state meets the federal

Maintenance o f Effo rt requirements o f the Individuals With Disabilities Educatio n Act.
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S out h Dakot a So uth Dako ta funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating multiple

student weights and census-based assumptio ns. Students are assigned to  six different

catego ries, o ne o f which is funded assuming that a set percentage o f students in each

district will require such services.

Students are assigned to  o ne o f six catego ries: five based o n their specific disabilities, and

a sixth fo r students requiring pro lo nged assistance. Students in each catego ry are

funded with a at amo unt o f per-pupil funding, which ranged fro m $6,229.65 to

$33,124.35 in FY2022. Ho wever, the rst catego ry, fo r students with mild disabilities, is

funded using census-based assumptio ns: The supplementary allo catio n is applied to  10%

o f the general educatio n student co unt rather than to  an actual co unt o f students who

are assessed to  have mild disabilities.

The supplemental funding fo r students in these disability catego ries is included in an

o verall fo rmula amo unt that is funded thro ugh a co mbinatio n o f state and lo cal do llars.

Districts are expected to  levy a lo cal pro perty tax o f $1.470 per $1,000 o f pro perty

valuatio n that is speci c to  special educatio n, and the to tal special educatio n allo catio n

that a district is entitled to  receive is the sum o f all the supplementary funding to  which

its students are entitled, reduced by the amo unt that this tax sho uld generate fo r the

district. The state separately appro priates $4 millio n per year fo r extrao rdinary co sts

funding, which is available to  districts ful lling certain prerequisites that serve high-co st

individual students (tho se who  impo se co sts exceeding twice their supplemental

allo catio ns) o r that must maintain high-co st special educatio n pro grams.

T ennessee Tennessee students with disabilities qualify fo r additio nal weighted funding based o n the

services and ho urs determined in their Individualized Educatio n Pro gram (IEP). The state

has develo ped a detailed scale o f funding weights fo r student with Unique Learning

Needs, with extra funding ranging fro m 15%  to  150%  depending o n the suppo rt required.

Students with characteristics o f dyslexia are co nsidered separately with a weighted

allo catio n o f 20%  o f the base amo unt.
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T exas Texas funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding

different levels o f funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to

13 different catego ries based o n the services they receive. Different multipliers are

applied to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in these catego ries.

The state assigns special educatio n students to  12 catego ries based o n their

educatio nal placements and the services they receive. The multipliers fo r these

catego ries range fro m 1.15 to  5.0. Fo r small and mid-sized districts, these weights are

applied to  an in ated base amo unt (see “Sparsity and/o r Small Size” fo r a descriptio n o f

this adjustment). A 13th multiplier, equal to  1.1, is applied fo r students receiving services

fo r dyslexia o r a related diso rder. The state co nsiders the dyslexia adjustment to  be

separate fro m the special educatio n funding system. The dyslexia multiplier is applied to

the usual base amo unt, regardless o f district size.

At least 55%  o f the funding pro vided thro ugh the 12 special educatio n multipliers must

be used to  suppo rt the special educatio n pro gram. These multipliers include the

student’s o wn base funding. The dyslexia multiplier has been expressed this way fo r

co nsistency; ho wever, the funding is pro vided in an amo unt equal to  0.1 times the per-

pupil base amo unt, distributed in additio n to  the student’s o wn base funding. Alo ng with

these allo catio ns, the state also  pro vides speci c pro gram-based allo catio ns, including

funding fo r district-run extended-year special educatio n pro grams and fo r the educatio n

o f students who  are ho spital-bo und.

Ut ah Utah funds special educatio n primarily thro ugh a blo ck grant, with each district’s grant

amo unt based o n allo catio ns fro m a previo us year. The state pro vides special educatio n

funding in an amo unt that is mo di ed fro m year to  year based o n the gro wth in special

educatio n enro llment.

The number o f students generating the aid is based o n the previo us-year allo catio n, to

which the state adds an amo unt equal to  the increase in special educatio n enro llment

between the previo us year and the year befo re that, multiplied by 1.53. This calculatio n is

subject to  three limitatio ns: Special educatio n enro llment in either prio r year may no t

exceed 12.18%  o f to tal enro llment; the gro wth rate fo r special educatio n enro llment

canno t exceed the general enro llment gro wth rate in the district; and, regardless o f any

dro p in enro llment, the number o f special educatio n pupils upo n which the funding is

based canno t be fewer than the average number o f special educatio n students enro lled

o ver the previo us ve years. Once the number o f students to  be funded is determined,

that number is multiplied by a per-student amo unt that is determined annually by the

state legislature.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including funding fo r extended-year pro grams fo r students with severe

disabilities, students in self-co ntained special educatio n placements, students who se

educatio n co sts exceed three times the state average per-pupil expenditure, partial

scho larships fo r students with special needs in private scho o ls, and stipend funding fo r

special educato rs wo rking up to  two  extra weeks befo re o r after the co ntracted scho o l

year.
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Vermont Vermo nt funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating reso urce-based

allo catio ns and partial reimbursements.

Each scho o l district receives a grant based o n salary co sts: The state pro vides an

amo unt equal to  60%  o f the district’s special educatio n units (that is, the number o f

teachers to  which a district is entitled based o n a ratio  o f 9.75 special educatio n teachers

per 1,000 enro lled students) fo r the previo us year times its average special educatio n

teacher salary fo r that year, plus the average special educatio n administrato r salary in the

state fo r the previo us year, fo r scho o l districts with mo re than 1,500 students, pro rated

based o n a statuto ry fo rmula. Scho o l districts also  receive partial reimbursements fo r all

special educatio n expenditures no t co vered by federal aid; the reimbursement rate is set

annually by the state in an effo rt to  pro duce an o utco me in which the to tal no nfederal

co st o f special educatio n in the state is sho uldered 60%  by the state and 40%  by

lo calities.

Extrao rdinary co sts (tho se o ver $60,000 fo r any o ne student with disabilities) are

reimbursed at a rate o f 95% . There is also  100%  reimbursement fo r educatio n o f state-

placed students, including tho se with o ut-o f-state placements.

Virginia Virginia funds special educatio n using a reso urce-based system, determining the co st o f

delivering special educatio n services in a district based o n the co st o f the reso urces, in

particular the staff po sitio ns, required to  do  so .

Based o n the number o f teachers and aides necessary fo r a scho o l to  meet the special

educatio n pro gram standards based o n its co unt o f students with special needs, the

state calculates a to tal funding amo unt required fo r that scho o l’s special educatio n

pro gram, and it assumes respo nsibility fo r co vering a share o f that co st (the precise

share varies depending o n the district’s ability to  raise lo cal funds).

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci c pro gram-

based allo catio ns, including partial reimbursement o f districts’ tuitio n co sts when a

student must be enro lled in a public, regio nal special educatio n pro gram; a po o l o f funding

fro m multiple state agencies that suppo rts tuitio n fo r children in private special

educatio n scho o ls; suppo rt fo r students with disabilities transitio ning fro m grade scho o l

to  po stseco ndary educatio n and emplo yment; services fo r ho mebo und students; special

educatio n fo r incarcerated yo uth and fo r students in medical facilities; and co mpetitive

grants fo r institutio ns pro viding co ursewo rk to  teachers seeking to  be qualified in special

educatio n.
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Washingt on Washingto n funds special educatio n using a single student weight system, pro viding the

same amo unt o f state funding fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f varied

needs and disability diagno ses. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 1.9609 to  99.5%  o f a

district’s Basic Educatio n Act (BEA) allo catio n rate fo r students with disabilities. The BEA

allo catio n rate is the average amo unt spent o n general educatio n students in the district

as a result o f the state’s reso urce-based fo rmula calculatio ns, times 0.995.

Ho wever, o nly up to  13.5%  o f each district’s enro llment may generate supplemental

special educatio n funding. A po rtio n o f general educatio n funds is also  pro vided to

districts based o n the number o f special educatio n students enro lled in the district and

the amo unt o f time during the scho o l day they receive special services.

Additio nally, the state maintains a special educatio n safety net to  pro vide funding when a

district serves a high-co st student (that is, a student who se services impo se co sts abo ve

a certain thresho ld, which was set at $29,707 in FY2020) o r pro vides an o verall special

educatio n pro gram that, fo r reaso ns beyo nd a district’s co ntro l, impo ses a

“dispro po rtio nal and extrao rdinary co st” o n the co mmunity.

West  Virginia West Virginia funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating a single

student weight and partial reimbursement. It do es so  by pro viding a at per-district

amo unt; a at per-pupil amo unt fo r each student with disabilities, regardless o f the

severity o f tho se disabilities; and reimbursement fo r so me co sts.

The state pro vides each district with a at base amo unt fo r special educatio n. The to tal

amo unt available was $1.5 millio n in FY2021. There is also  a high-co st reimbursement

available when a student with disabilities has eligible co sts greater than a thresho ld

amo unt, which is set annually. When students are placed in o ut-o f-state instructio n

pro grams because free and appro priate public educatio n canno t be pro vided to  them in

state, districts may request reimbursement fo r the co st o f the placement. When a

student with disabilities is placed into  a facility o r fo ster ho me o utside his o r her ho me

co unty by the Department o f Health and Human Reso urces o r the Department o f

Juvenile Services, districts may apply fo r reimbursement fo r the co st o f that placement as

well.

Pa g e  23 o f 24



Wisconsin Wisco nsin funds special educatio n using a partial reimbursement system, in which

districts repo rt their special educatio n expenses to  the state and receive reimbursement

fo r a po rtio n o f tho se expenses.

Districts may request reimbursement fo r staff co sts, transpo rtatio n, and a few o ther

speci c co sts related to  the educatio n o f students with disabilities. The state also

reimburses the co sts o f health treatment related to  particular disabilities, such as

physical o r o rtho pedic disability, hearing impairment, develo pmental disability, visual

disability, speech o r language disability, o r emo tio nal disturbance. While all o f these co sts

are technically eligible fo r full reimbursement, the reimbursement rate is limited by the

amo unt appro priated fo r this purpo se. The estimated pro ratio n rate fo r FY2022 is

29.791% .

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh several pro gram-

speci c allo catio ns. Scho o l districts may also  receive a partial reimbursement fo r when a

student’s educatio n co sts exceed $30,000; tuitio n suppo rt fo r students living in

children’s, fo ster, o r gro up ho mes and o ther o ut-o f-district residential arrangements;

incentive payments o f $1,000 per student based o n the po stseco ndary educatio n and

emplo yment o utco mes o f the district’s graduates with disabilities; and grants fo r

wo rkfo rce transitio n suppo rt services that range between $25,000 and $100,000. In

additio n, scho o l districts may receive payments up to  $30,000 fo r enro lling a student

with disabilities who  resides o utside their bo rders thro ugh the state’s o pen enro llment

system. Scho o l districts may also  receive $30,000 fo r enro lling students with disabilities

with private scho o l vo uchers who  have had o pen enro llment applicatio ns to  no nresident

districts rejected in the past.

Wyoming Wyo ming funds special educatio n using a reimbursement system, in which districts repo rt

their special educatio n expenses to  the state and receive reimbursement fo r tho se

expenses.

As part o f its larger educatio n grants to  each scho o l district, the state is expected to

pro vide an amo unt suf cient to  reimburse 100%  o f the amo unt spent in the previo us

scho o l year o n special educatio n pro grams and services. The reimbursement may be

used o nly fo r direct co sts, such as screening, evaluatio n supplies, instructio nal materials,

techno lo gy, and travel co sts, rather than co sts that indirectly bene t children with

disabilities, such as utilities and administratio n. Teacher co sts may be included acco rding

to  the percentage o f time teachers spend o n special educatio n.
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