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Connecticut

Funding Basics

Formula Type

Co nnecticut has a primarily student-based fo rmula. It assigns a co st to  the educatio n o f a student with no

special needs o r services, called a base amo unt, and pro vides increased funding to  educate speci c catego ries

o f students. The catego ries o f students co nsidered in Co nnecticut’s funding po licy are English-language

learners, students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds and students in high-po verty districts, and students enro lled

in career and technical educatio n (CTE) pro grams.

Co nnecticut expects scho o l districts to  co ntribute to  the funding o f their public scho o ls, with the amo unt o f

the lo cal share based primarily o n districts’ pro perty values and the inco mes o f district residents. Districts in

Co nnecticut are permitted to  raise and keep additio nal lo cal revenues fo r regular district o peratio ns.

Supplemental funding fo r English-language learners, students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds, and students in

high-po verty districts is generated thro ugh the applicatio n o f multipliers to  the base amo unt. Services fo r

mo st students with disabilities are assumed to  be funded thro ugh the base amo unt. Services fo r students

enro lled in CTE pro grams and fo r students with high-co st disabilities are funded thro ugh pro gram-speci c

allo catio ns.

Base Amount

Co nnecticut has a xed base funding amo unt per student. Fo r FY2022, the per-student base amo unt was

$11,525.

This means that an average student with no  special needs o r disadvantages wo uld be funded at that level. This

funding is also  intended to  co ver a large po rtio n o f the additio nal co sts o f serving students with disabilities,

who  do  no t auto matically generate funding o ver and abo ve the base amo unt.

The fo rmula that uses this base amo unt is used fo r students enro lled in traditio nal scho o l districts, but is no t

used fo r students enro lled in the Co nnecticut Technical Educatio n and Career System o r fo r students

attending a state charter scho o l.

Local Revenue
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Expected Local Share

Co nnecticut expects scho o l districts to  co ntribute revenue to  the funding o f public scho o ls. The amo unt each

district is expected to  raise is based o n a co mbinatio n o f its pro perty values and its residents’ inco me, as well

as o ther indicato rs o f eco no mic health.

Once the state calculates the to tal amo unt o f funding necessary to  educate students within a district, it

determines what percentage o f this amo unt the state will pro vide in the fo rm o f state educatio n aid. It bases

this calculatio n o n info rmatio n abo ut the district’s pro perty values (weighted at 70%  within the fo rmula) and

its median ho useho ld inco me (weighted at 30% ). Fo r the state’s 19 mo st eco no mically burdened districts

(based o n a state ranking that awards po ints based o n facto rs such as average inco me, unemplo yment rates,

numbers o f families receiving tempo rary assistance, pro perty values, and pro perty tax rates), the state

increases its suppo rt by a prescribed amo unt.

Additio nally, the fo rmula requires the state to  fund a minimum o f 1%  o f each district’s necessary funding,

regardless o f its lo cal wealth. This minimum level rises to  10%  fo r certain lo w-perfo rming scho o l districts.

Property Tax Floors and Ceilings

Co nnecticut do es no t set a o o r o r a ceiling fo r lo cal pro perty tax rates, o r a level abo ve which vo ter appro val

is required. Scho o l districts in Co nnecticut may no t directly impo se taxes; pro perty taxes fo r educatio n are

impo sed by municipalities.

Other Local Taxes for Education

Scho o l districts in Co nnecticut may receive lo cal revenue fro m pro perty taxes and fro m mo to r vehicle taxes.

Scho o l districts in Co nnecticut may no t directly impo se taxes; rather, they rely o n municipalities to  raise

revenue. Municipalities may levy pro perty taxes and mo to r vehicle taxes to  fund a variety o f lo cal services,

including public educatio n.

Student Characteristics

Grade Level

Co nnecticut do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.

English-Language Learner

Co nnecticut pro vides increased funding fo r English-language learners. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f

1.25 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Fo r funding purpo ses, English-language learners are all students repo rted as English-language learners to  the

Co nnecticut Department o f Educatio n by the lo cal o r regio nal bo ard o f educatio n.

Poverty

Co nnecticut pro vides increased funding fo r students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds and fo r districts with high

co ncentratio ns o f students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 1.3 to  the base

per-pupil amo unt fo r these students and pro viding further supplemental funding fo r districts where at least

60%  o f students are fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds (see “Co ncentrated Po verty” fo r mo re info rmatio n).

Students are eligible fo r supplemental funding if they qualify fo r free o r reduced-price lunch under the Natio nal

Scho o l Lunch Pro gram o r fo r free milk under the Special Milk Pro gram.
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Special Education

Co nnecticut do es no t pro vide speci c, increased funding fo r special educatio n in mo st cases, and state funds

are set aside o nly fo r students with extremely high-co st o r atypical special needs.

While services fo r students with disabilities are generally funded o ut o f the base amo unt under the fo rmula,

the state pro vides an Excess Co st Grant to  limit districts’ liability fo r the co st o f pro viding services to

students with extrao rdinary needs. The Excess Co st Grant pro vides reimbursement when the co st o f

educating a student with disabilities exceeds 4.5 times the district’s prio r-year net current expenditure per

pupil, which is the to tal per-pupil educatio nal expenditure, excluding certain catego ries, such as spending fo r

transpo rtatio n and capital expenditures.

Fo r students educated in placements made by a state agency, such as the Co nnecticut Department o f

Children and Families, the Excess Co st Grant pro vides reimbursement when the co st o f educating a student

with disabilities exceeds the prio r-year net current expenditure per pupil.

Gifted

Co nnecticut do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r gifted and talented students.

Career and Technical Education

Co nnecticut pro vides increased funding fo r career and technical educatio n pro grams. It do es so  thro ugh

direct suppo rt fo r the Co nnecticut Technical Educatio n and Career System, the expenses o f technical high

scho o ls, and vo catio nal agriculture pro grams.

In FY2022, the state appro priated appro ximately $143.3 millio n fo r the Regio nal Vo catio nal-Technical Scho o l

System, $22.7 millio n fo r technical high scho o l expenses, and $18.8 millio n fo r vo catio nal agriculture pro grams.

District Characteristics

Concentrated Poverty

Co nnecticut pro vides increased funding fo r districts based o n the co ncentratio ns o f students fro m lo w-

inco me ho useho lds that they serve. It do es so  by pro viding supplemental funding fo r districts where at least

60%  o f students are fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds.

Co nnecticut applies a multiplier o f 1.3 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r all students eligible fo r free o r

reduced-price lunch under the Natio nal Scho o l Lunch Pro gram o r fo r free milk under the Special Milk Pro gram.

In districts where at least 60%  o f students are fro m lo w-inco me backgro unds, students fro m lo w-inco me

ho useho lds abo ve this thresho ld generate supplemental funding equal to  an additio nal 0.15 times the base

per-pupil amo unt.

Sparsity and/or Small Size

Co nnecticut do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r sparse districts o r fo r small scho o ls o r districts.
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Charter Funding

Funding fo r so me charter scho o ls in Co nnecticut is calculated based o n lo cal scho o l district expenditures,

while funding fo r o ther charter scho o ls is calculated based o n a fo rmula similar to  the o ne used to  calculate

funding fo r traditio nal public scho o ls.

Charter scho o ls autho rized by lo cal scho o l districts receive funding based o n the per-student co st in the lo cal

scho o l district in which the charter is lo cated, with so me types o f expenditures excluded. In additio n, the state

bo ard o f educatio n may appro ve a per-student grant to  lo cally autho rized charter scho o ls no t to  exceed

$3,000 per student. Charter scho o ls also  receive funding fo r students with disabilities fro m the districts

where their students reside. Charter scho o ls autho rized by the state, like traditio nal public scho o ls, are

funded thro ugh a student-based funding fo rmula that co nsiders the characteristics o f students they educate.

So me charter scho o ls in Co nnecticut receive a share o f lo cal tax revenue, while o ther charter scho o ls do  no t.

Charter scho o ls autho rized by lo cal scho o l districts receive a share o f revenue raised in the scho o l district in

which they are lo cated, in that they receive a share o f district expenditures. This includes expenditures funded

by lo cal taxes, except tho se fo r land, capital co nstructio n, o r debt service. Charter scho o ls autho rized by the

state do  no t receive a share o f revenue raised by lo cal scho o l districts.
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