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Georgia

Funding Basics

Formula Type

Geo rgia has a hybrid funding fo rmula inco rpo rating bo th reso urce-based and student-based elements. The

fo rmula determines the co st o f delivering educatio n to  a student with no  special needs o r services based o n

the per-student co st asso ciated with high scho o l general educatio n pro grams in the state, which it uses as a

base amo unt, and pro vides increased funding to  educate speci$c catego ries o f students. The catego ries o f

students co nsidered in Geo rgia’s funding po licy are students in certain grade levels, English-language learners,

students with disabilities, students identi$ed as gifted, students enro lled in career and technical educatio n

pro grams, and students enro lled in small districts.

Geo rgia expects scho o l districts to  co ntribute to  the funding o f their public scho o ls, with the amo unt o f the

lo cal share based o n districts’ pro perty values. Districts in Geo rgia are permitted to  raise and keep additio nal

lo cal revenues fo r regular district o peratio ns.

Supplemental funding fo r students in certain grade levels, English-language learners, students with disabilities,

students identi$ed as gifted, and students enro lled in career and technical educatio n pro grams is generated

thro ugh the applicatio n o f multipliers to  the base amo unt. Students in small districts are funded thro ugh a

pro gram-specific allo catio n.

Base Amount

Geo rgia has a $xed base funding amo unt per student. Fo r FY2022, the per-student base amo unt was

$2,789.66.

This means that an average student with no  special needs o r disadvantages wo uld be funded at that level.

Local Revenue
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Expected Local Share

Geo rgia expects scho o l districts to  co ntribute revenue to  the funding o f public scho o ls. The amo unt each

district is expected to  raise fo r its educatio n co sts is based o n its pro perty values: Each district is expected to

co ntribute at least $5.00 fo r every $1,000 o f taxable lo cal pro perty wealth (minus certain exempted pro perty)

fo r the purpo se o f funding its scho o ls.

Fo r districts in which a tax rate o f $5.00 fo r every $1,000 o f taxable lo cal pro perty wealth wo uld generate 20%

o r mo re o f the amo unt calculated by the state to  be necessary to  educate the students within the district, the

amo unt o f the expected lo cal share is adjusted using a fo rmula that takes into  acco unt the pro perty values o f

all districts in the state. Once the state calculates the to tal amo unt o f funding necessary to  educate students

within a district, it  subtracts the expected lo cal co ntributio n and pro vides the difference in the fo rm o f state

educatio n aid.

Separate fro m each district’s expected lo cal co ntributio n, the state pro vides grants to  certain districts meant

to  co mpensate fo r disparities in pro perty wealth. Districts with lo wer than average pro perty wealth receive

these grants to  $ll the gap between the pro perty tax revenue the districts are able to  raise and what they

wo uld raise if they had the state average pro perty value. In o rder to  receive this funding, districts must levy

tax rates o f at least $14.00 fo r every $1,000 o f assessed lo cal pro perty wealth by July 2019.

Property Tax Floors and Ceilings

Geo rgia sets a >o o r fo r lo cal pro perty tax rates, as well as a level abo ve which vo ter appro val is required.

Scho o l districts are required to  raise at least $5.00 fo r every $1,000 o f taxable lo cal pro perty wealth and may

no t levy mo re than $20.00 fo r every $1,000 o f taxable lo cal pro perty wealth witho ut vo ter appro val.

Ho wever, this limitatio n do es no t apply to  scho o l districts that were autho rized to  levy mo re than $20 fo r

every $1,000 o f assessed lo cal pro perty wealth in 1983. In additio n, scho o l districts are required to  levy a

certain pro perty tax rate in o rder to  receive state funding intended to  co mpensate fo r pro perty wealth

disparities (see “Expected Lo cal Share” fo r mo re info rmatio n o n these grants).

Other Local Taxes for Education

Scho o l districts in Geo rgia may receive lo cal revenue fro m pro perty taxes and fro m lo cal sales taxes.

In additio n to  pro perty taxes, scho o l districts in Geo rgia may levy an o ptio nal lo cal sales tax to  fund capital

impro vement pro jects, with vo ter appro val. The Educatio n Special Purpo se Lo cal Optio n Sales Tax (E-SPLOST)

is an o ptio nal 1%  lo cal sales tax to  fund capital impro vement pro jects o r to  retire debt related to  capital

pro jects. The tax must be reautho rized every $ve years by lo cal bo ards o f educatio n and appro ved by vo ters in

a referendum. In co unties where there are any city scho o l districts in additio n to  the co unty scho o l district,

revenue fro m E-SPLOST is distributed between the co unty and city scho o l districts o n the basis o f enro llment

o r as o therwise autho rized by lo cal law.

In additio n, 10 scho o l districts in Geo rgia are permitted to  co llect lo cal sales taxes fo r o peratio ns by speci$c

amendments to  the state co nstitutio n.
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Grade Level

Geo rgia pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es so  by applying

multipliers to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in fo ur different grade spans.

The base amo unt is multiplied by 1.6719 fo r students in kindergarten, by 1.2945 fo r students in grades 1-3, by

1.0389 fo r students in grades 4-5, and by 1.0315 fo r students in grades 6-8. Students in grades 9-12 are

funded at the base amo unt.

The state also  pro vides additio nal pro gram-based allo catio ns to  suppo rt students who  are struggling

academically, and these allo catio ns differ by grade level. First, the state applies multipliers to  the base amo unt

fo r students enro lled in the Early Interventio n Pro gram. This multiplier is 2.0670 fo r kindergarten students,

1.8174 fo r students in grades 1-3, and 1.8119 fo r students in grades 4-5. Seco nd, the state applies a multiplier

o f 1.3573 to  the base amo unt fo r students in a remedial educatio n pro gram; this funding is available o nly fo r

students in grades 6-12 with identified deficiencies in reading, writing, o r math.

English-Language Learner

Geo rgia pro vides increased funding fo r English-language learners. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f 2.5880

to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

All students enro lled in pro grams teaching English to  speakers o f o ther languages are eligible to  receive this

supplemental funding.

Poverty

Geo rgia do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds o r fo r districts based

o n the co ncentratio ns o f students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds they serve.

Special Education

Geo rgia funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding different levels o f funding

fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to  $ve different catego ries based mo stly o n their

specific disabilities.

Speci$cally, students are assigned either to  o ne o f fo ur weighted catego ries based o n their particular

disabilities and the pro po rtio n o f the scho o l day during which they receive services fo r tho se disabilities o r to

a $fth catego ry fo r students receiving services in the general educatio n setting. The state pro vides

supplemental funding fo r students in these catego ries by applying different multipliers to  the per-student

base amo unt. The multipliers range fro m 2.4111 to  5.8684, depending o n the speci$cs o f the student’s

diagno sis and educatio n plan.

The remainder o f state special educatio n funding is distributed thro ugh speci$c pro gram-based allo catio ns,

including grants fo r services fo r certain students with emo tio nal and behavio ral diso rders; a scho larship

pro gram fo r students with special needs to  attend participating private scho o ls; funding fo r teachers in state-

o perated facilities; suppo rt fo r residential placements and fo r reintegratio n services after such a placement;

and grant funding fo r services to  students with very high-co st, lo w-incidence disabilities.

Gifted

Geo rgia pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by applying a multiplier o f

1.6790 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Students enro lled in a pro gram implementing an appro ved gifted and talented mo del are eligible fo r this

funding. The state co nsiders gifted students to  be a distinct catego ry o f students with special needs and

distributes the mo ney as part o f its special educatio n funding system.
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Career and Technical Education

Geo rgia pro vides increased funding fo r career and technical educatio n pro grams. It do es so  by applying a

multiplier o f 1.1832 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students enro lled in these pro grams.

Students generating this supplemental funding are tho se high scho o l students enro lled in state-appro ved

career, technical, o r agricultural educatio n co urses in which they spend a minimum o f 25%  o f instructio nal time

in hands-o n activities and fo r which equipment and materials co sts are at least 50%  higher than they wo uld be

fo r a general educatio n class; students in vo catio nal co o perative wo rk pro grams and wo rk-based learning

pro grams; and students dually enro lled in high scho o l and po stseco ndary vo catio nal co urses.

District Characteristics

Concentrated Poverty

Geo rgia do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r districts based o n the co ncentratio ns o f students fro m lo w-

inco me ho useho lds that they serve.

Sparsity and/or Small Size

Geo rgia pro vides increased funding fo r so me small scho o l districts thro ugh a grant pro gram.

Qualifying scho o l districts are tho se that are unable to  o ffer educatio nal pro grams and services co mparable to

tho se typically o ffered in the state because the scho o l district serves fewer than 3,300 full-time-equivalent

students and that are no t go o d candidates fo r a merger with o ther scho o l systems.

The amo unt o f the grant is the co st o f the reso urces needed fo r the district to  o ffer the educatio nal

pro grams and services that it wo uld o therwise be unable to  pro vide.

Charter Funding

Funding fo r charter scho o ls in Geo rgia is calculated based o n a fo rmula similar to  the o ne used to  calculate

funding fo r traditio nal public scho o ls.

Like traditio nal public scho o ls, charter scho o ls are funded thro ugh a fo rmula that co nsiders the

characteristics o f students they educate. Their funding re>ects any additio nal funding fo r students in special

pro grams and need catego ries. Charter scho o ls autho rized by lo cal scho o l districts receive funding thro ugh

the district where they are lo cated, including funding allo cated thro ugh the state funding fo rmula, which

includes state pro gram-based allo catio ns. Alternative charter scho o ls, which serve students at risk o f

dro pping o ut, are funded acco rding to  the same fo rmula as lo cal charter scho o ls, subject to  state

appro priatio ns. Charter scho o ls autho rized by the state receive funding allo cated thro ugh the state funding

fo rmula and a pro po rtio nal share o f state pro gram-based allo catio ns directly fro m the state department o f

educatio n.

So me charter scho o ls in Geo rgia receive a share o f lo cal tax revenue, while o ther charter scho o ls receive

state funding that may be meant to  replace lo cal funding. Funding fo r charter scho o ls autho rized by lo cal

scho o l districts includes the revenue fro m the district’s expected lo cal co ntributio n fro m lo cal tax revenue.

State-autho rized charter scho o ls do  no t receive a share o f lo cal tax revenue but do  receive a fo rm o f funding

fro m the state department o f educatio n that may be meant to  partially replace lo cal funding.
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