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South Carolina

Funding Basics

Formula Type

So uth Caro lina has a hybrid funding fo rmula inco rpo rating bo th student-based calculatio ns and extensive

pro gram-based allo catio ns. It assigns a co st to  the educatio n o f a student with no  special needs o r services,

called a base amo unt, and pro vides increased funding to  educate speci'c catego ries o f students. The

catego ries o f students co nsidered in So uth Caro lina’s funding po licy are students in certain grade levels,

English-language learners, students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds, students with disabilities, students

identified as gifted, and students enro lled in career and technical educatio n (CTE) pro grams.

So uth Caro lina expects its scho o l districts to  raise revenue to  suppo rt their public scho o ls, with the amo unt

o f the lo cal share based o n districts’ pro perty values and a de'ned percentage o f the fo rmula amo unt.

Districts in So uth Caro lina are permitted to  raise and keep additio nal lo cal revenues fo r regular district

o peratio ns.

Supplemental funding fo r English-language learners, students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds, students with

disabilities, and students identi'ed as gifted is generated thro ugh the applicatio n o f multipliers to  the base

amo unt. Certain elementary- and seco ndary-speci'c services, such as career services, physical educatio n,

reading co aches, and nurses are pro vided thro ugh pro gram-speci'c allo catio ns. Supplemental funding fo r

students enro lled in CTE pro grams is generated by applying multipliers to  the base amo unt and thro ugh

pro gram-specific allo catio ns.

Base Amount

So uth Caro lina has a 'xed base funding amo unt per student. Fo r FY2021, the per-student base amo unt was

$2,489.

This means that an average student with no  special needs o r disadvantages wo uld be funded at that level.

Local Revenue
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Expected Local Share

So uth Caro lina expects its scho o l districts to  raise revenue to  suppo rt their public scho o ls. The amo unt each

district is expected to  raise is based o n a co mbinatio n o f its pro perty values and a de'ned share o f the amo unt

calculated by the state to  be necessary to  educate its students.

Statewide, scho o l districts are expected to  co ntribute appro ximately 30%  o f the to tal co st o f public

educatio n. The co llective lo cal share percentage is multiplied by a district-speci'c index o f taxpaying ability (a

measure o f a district’s pro perty wealth relative to  the level o f pro perty wealth statewide) to  determine the

share o f funding that each district is expected to  raise lo cally. Once the state calculates the to tal amo unt o f

funding necessary to  educate students within a district, it  subtracts the expected lo cal co ntributio n and

pro vides the difference in the fo rm o f state educatio n aid.

Property Tax Floors and Ceilings

So uth Caro lina do es no t set a 8o o r o r a ceiling fo r lo cal pro perty tax rates, o r a level abo ve which vo ter

appro val is required.

Ho wever, annual tax rate increases fo r lo cal jurisdictio ns, including scho o l districts, are limited based o n the

the increase in the average o f the 12 mo nthly co nsumer price indices fro m January thro ugh December o f the

preceding calendar year plus the percentage po pulatio n increase in the previo us year.

Other Local Taxes for Education

Scho o l districts in So uth Caro lina may receive revenue fro m lo cal pro perty taxes and, in so me co unties, fro m

sales and use taxes.

Scho o l districts in certain co unties are autho rized by speci'c legislatio n to  impo se a sales and use tax acro ss

the co unty. This tax is generally impo sed to  pay debt services o n bo nds o r to  fund capital impro vements.

Co unties that meet certain requirements in terms o f their existing sales tax burden may impo se a further 1%

sales and use tax fo r capital impro vements, with vo ter appro val in a co untywide referendum.

Student Characteristics

Grade Level

So uth Caro lina pro vides different levels o f funding fo r students in different grade levels. It do es so  by

pro viding allo catio ns fo r certain pro grams and staff po sitio ns that are limited to  certain grade levels.

Funding fo r perso nnel, supplies, and transpo rtatio n related to  career develo pment and co unseling is allo cated

o nly fo r students in grades 6-12. Funding is also  pro vided fo r elementary scho o l nurses, reading co aches, and

physical educatio n teachers.

English-Language Learner

So uth Caro lina pro vides increased funding fo r English-language learners (ELLs). It do es so  by applying a

multiplier o f 1.2 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

ELLs are de'ned as tho se who  require intensive English language instructio n pro grams and who se families

require specialized interventio n.

PovertyPa g e  2 o f 4



Poverty

So uth Caro lina pro vides increased funding fo r students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds. It do es so  by applying a

multiplier o f 1.2 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Students are eligible fo r this supplemental funding if they qualify fo r Medicaid, the Supplemental Nutritio n

Assistance Pro gram, o r Tempo rary Assistance fo r Needy Families o r if they are experiencing ho melessness,

fro m a migrant family, o r in fo ster care.

Special Education

So uth Caro lina funds special educatio n using a multiple student weights system, pro viding different levels o f

funding fo r different catego ries o f students. Students are assigned to  10 different catego ries based mo stly o n

their specific disabilities.

Speci'cally, students are assigned to  o ne o f nine catego ries based o n their disabilities, o r to  a 10th catego ry

fo r ho mebo und students. The state pro vides supplemental funding fo r students in these catego ries by

applying different multipliers to  the per-student base amo unt. The multipliers fo r no nho mebo und students

with disabilities range fro m 1.74 to  2.57, depending o n the speci'cs o f the student’s diagno sis and educatio n

plan. Ho mebo und students with disabilities are funded at the base amo unt. State law requires districts to

expend 85%  o f the amo unt generated fo r a particular disability catego ry o n that catego ry o f students.

Additio nal funding may be repurpo sed to  ensure the state meets the federal Maintenance o f Effo rt

requirements o f the Individuals With Disabilities Educatio n Act.

Gifted

So uth Caro lina pro vides increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. It do es so  by applying a multiplier

o f 1.15 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r these students.

Students enro lled in gifted and talented co urses, Advanced Placement co urses, o r Internatio nal

Baccalaureate co urses are eligible fo r this funding. Each student may generate this supplemental funding o nly

o nce.

Career and Technical Education

So uth Caro lina pro vides increased funding fo r career and technical educatio n (CTE) pro grams. It do es so  by

applying a multiplier o f 1.29 to  the base per-pupil amo unt fo r students in grades 9-12 enro lled in these

pro grams and thro ugh pro gram-specific allo catio ns fo r CTE equipment and wo rk-based learning pro grams.

Each year, the state allo cates funds fo r CTE equipment, which is distributed 'rst at a 8at rate o f $50,000 to

each scho o l district and o f'cial multidistrict career centers meeting certain requirements, with any remaining

funding in the state appro priatio n distributed in pro po rtio n to  the prio r-year student enro llment 'gures fo r

CTE co urses. The state also  appro priates funding fo r wo rk-based learning pro grams, including $75,000 fo r

teacher pro fessio nal develo pment and $500,000 fo r regio nal career specialists, with the remainder to  be

allo cated to  scho o l districts in acco rdance with a fo rmula.

District Characteristics

Concentrated Poverty

So uth Caro lina do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r districts based o n the co ncentratio ns o f students fro m

lo w-inco me ho useho lds that they serve. Ho wever, So uth Caro lina do es pro vide funding fo r individual students

fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds (fo r mo re info rmatio n, see “Po verty”).
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Sparsity and/or Small Size

So uth Caro lina do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r sparse districts o r fo r small scho o ls o r districts.

Charter Funding

Funding fo r so me charter scho o ls in So uth Caro lina is calculated based o n a fo rmula similar to  the o ne used to

calculate funding fo r traditio nal public scho o ls, and funding fo r o ther charter scho o ls is calculated based o n a

fo rmula distinct fro m the o ne used to  calculate funding fo r traditio nal public scho o ls.

Like traditio nal public scho o ls, charter scho o ls autho rized by lo cal scho o l districts receive funding based o n

the characteristics o f the students they serve. Fo r each student in the weighted student co unt, these

scho o ls receive fro m their autho rizing scho o l districts the to tal general fund revenue per weighted student in

their autho rizing scho o l district. They also  receive funding that re8ects any additio nal funding generated by

students in special pro grams and need catego ries, as the charter scho o l’s student co unt is weighted fo r these

students. Charter scho o ls that are autho rized by the state o r by an institutio n o f higher learning are funded as

directed by the state legislature.

So me charter scho o ls in So uth Caro lina receive a share o f lo cal tax revenue, while o ther charter scho o ls do

no t. Charter scho o ls autho rized by a lo cal scho o l district receive a share o f revenue raised by their lo cal

scho o l district o r by the co unty in which they are lo cated. Charter scho o ls autho rized by ano ther entity do

no t a receive a share o f lo cal revenue.
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