
West Virginia Report
A Detailed Look at West Virginia's Funding Policies

West Virginia

Funding Basics

Formula Type

West Virginia has a primarily reso urce-based fo rmula. It determines the co st o f delivering educatio n in a

district based o n the co st o f the reso urces, such as staff salaries and actual transpo rtatio n co sts, required to

do  so . The catego ries o f students co nsidered in West Virginia’s funding po licy are English-language learners,

students with disabilities, students in sparsely po pulated and small districts, and students enro lled in career

and technical educatio n (CTE) pro grams.

West Virginia expects scho o l districts to  co ntribute to  the funding o f their public scho o ls, with the amo unt o f

the lo cal share based o n districts’ pro perty values. Districts in West Virginia are permitted to  raise and keep

additio nal lo cal revenues fo r regular district o peratio ns.

West Virginia co nsiders students in sparsely po pulated and small districts in the allo catio n o f funding fo r staff

co sts. Services fo r English-language learners, students with disabilities, and students enro lled in CTE

pro grams are funded thro ugh pro gram-specific allo catio ns.

Base Amount

The state o f West Virginia uses a reso urce-based funding fo rmula and therefo re do es no t use a base per-

student amo unt as the basis fo r its funding.

Local Revenue
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Expected Local Share

West Virginia expects scho o l districts to  co ntribute revenue to  the funding o f public scho o ls. The amo unt

each district is expected to  raise fo r its educatio n co sts is based o n its pro perty values. Each district is

expected to  co ntribute $1.94 fo r every $1,000 o f assessed tangible agricultural pro perty wealth; $3.88 fo r

every $1,000 o f assessed o wner-o ccupied pro perty wealth, including farms; and $7.76 fo r every $1,000 o f

o ther assessed lo cal pro perty wealth.

These rates are established annually by the state legislature. Once the state calculates the to tal amo unt o f

funding necessary to  educate students within a district, it  subtracts 85%  o f the expected lo cal co ntributio n,

deducts 4%  as an allo wance fo r disco unts and no npayment, and pro vides the difference in the fo rm o f state

educatio n aid.

Acco rding to  the Gro wth Co unty Scho o l Facilities Act, any West Virginia co unty that has experienced an

increase in seco nd-mo nth net enro llment o f 50 o r mo re during any three o f the past =ve years is designated

as a “gro wth co unty” and may apply an additio nal appraisal o r valuatio n. The resulting pro perty tax revenues

co llected are appro priated by the co unty bo ard o f educatio n fo r co nstructio n and maintenance o r repair o f

scho o l facilities. These lo cal funds are no t co nsidered as part o f the co mputatio n o f lo cal share fo r these

co unties.

Property Tax Floors and Ceilings

West Virginia sets a @o o r and a ceiling fo r lo cal pro perty tax rates as well as a level abo ve which vo ter appro val

is required. Scho o l districts are required to  levy speci=c tax rates (which vary depending o n the type o f

pro perty), and they may levy higher rates with vo ter appro val, up to  a maximum.

Scho o l districts are required to  levy $1.94 fo r every $1,000 o f tangible agricultural pro perty, $3.88 fo r every

$1,000 o f o wner-o ccupied pro perty and farms, and $7.76 fo r every $1,000 o f o ther real and perso nal

pro perty. These rates are established annually by the state legislature. With the appro val o f a majo rity o f

vo ters in a referendum, scho o l districts may levy up to  a to tal o f $2.295 fo r every $1,000 o f tangible

agricultural pro perty, $4.590 fo r every $1,000 o f o wner-o ccupied pro perty and farms, and $9.180 fo r every

$1,000 o f o ther real and perso nal pro perty. These higher rates must be reappro ved every =ve years. West

Virginia pro vides co unty bo ards o f educatio n the o ppo rtunity to  place a po rtio n o f the regular tax levy into  a

permanent impro vement fund.

With vo ter appro val, districts may also  impo se additio nal pro perty taxes fo r speci=c purpo ses, including to  pay

the co st o f maturing bo nds and bo nd interest and to  pay fo r capital impro vements. Scho o l districts may issue

bo nds wo rth up to  5%  o f the taxable value o f real and perso nal pro perty within the district and may levy taxes

sufficient to  pay the principal and interest.

Other Local Taxes for Education

Scho o l districts in West Virginia receive lo cal revenue o nly fro m pro perty taxes.

Student Characteristics

Grade Level

West Virginia do es no t differentiate funding based o n students’ grade levels.
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English-Language Learner

West Virginia pro vides increased funding fo r English-language learners. It do es so  in the fo rm o f an allo catio n

fo r each English-language learner in the amo unt o f the state’s to tal appro priatio n fo r this purpo se divided by

the prio r-year English-language learner co unt.

In FY2022, the state appro priated $96,000 fo r this purpo se.

Poverty

West Virginia do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r students fro m lo w-inco me ho useho lds o r increased

funding fo r districts with high co ncentratio ns o f lo w-inco me students.

Ho wever, many o f the state's pro gram-specific allo catio ns co nsider po verty levels in the allo catio n o f funding.

Special Education

West Virginia funds special educatio n using a hybrid system inco rpo rating a single student weight and partial

reimbursement. It do es so  by pro viding a @at per-district amo unt; a @at per-pupil amo unt fo r each student with

disabilities, regardless o f the severity o f tho se disabilities; and reimbursement fo r so me co sts.

The state pro vides each district with a @at base amo unt fo r special educatio n. The to tal amo unt available was

$1.5 millio n in FY2021. There is also  a high-co st reimbursement available when a student with disabilities has

eligible co sts greater than a thresho ld amo unt, which is set annually. When students are placed in o ut-o f-state

instructio n pro grams because free and appro priate public educatio n canno t be pro vided to  them in state,

districts may request reimbursement fo r the co st o f the placement. When a student with disabilities is placed

into  a facility o r fo ster ho me o utside his o r her ho me co unty by the Department o f Health and Human

Reso urces o r the Department o f Juvenile Services, districts may apply fo r reimbursement fo r the co st o f that

placement as well.

Gifted

West Virginia includes increased funding fo r gifted and talented students. These students are included in the

number o f students with exceptio nalities used in the funding fo rmula fo r state aid fo r special educatio n.

Career and Technical Education

West Virginia pro vides increased funding fo r career and technical educatio n (CTE) pro grams. It do es so

thro ugh a pro gram-based allo catio n in acco rdance with a fo rmula that takes into  acco unt several participatio n

and perfo rmance facto rs.

The fo rmula co nsiders CTE enro llment, participatio n, co mpletio n, and pro gram perfo rmance to  co ver pro gram

co sts and equipment replacement.

District Characteristics

Concentrated Poverty

West Virginia do es no t pro vide increased funding fo r districts based o n the co ncentratio ns o f students fro m

lo w-inco me ho useho lds that they serve.

Ho wever, many o f the state’s pro gram-specific allo catio ns co nsider po verty levels in the allo catio n o f funding.
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Sparsity and/or Small Size

West Virginia pro vides increased funding fo r small scho o l districts. It do es so  by in@ating the student co unt in

tho se districts to  generate extra funding. The state also  co nsiders district sparsity in the speci=ed student-

to -staff ratio s that generate funding fo r staff po sitio ns and in allo cating transpo rtatio n funding.

Fo r small districts, de=ned as tho se with fewer than 1,400 students, the state in@ates the student co unt using

a fo rmula in which the state subtracts the district’s enro llment fro m 1,400 and multiplies the difference by a

facto r related to  the district’s student po pulatio n density. The state also  co vers a greater pro po rtio n o f

transpo rtatio n co sts fo r sparse and lo wer density districts.

Charter Funding

Funding fo r charter scho o ls in West Virginia is calculated based o n a fo rmula similar to  the o ne used to

calculate funding fo r traditio nal public scho o ls.

Like traditio nal public scho o ls, charter scho o ls are funded using a reso urce-based funding fo rmula that

determines the co st o f delivering educatio n based o n the co st o f the reso urces required to  do  so . Fo r each

student, charter scho o ls receive 90%  o f the co mbined lo cal share and state aid funding. So me mo di=catio ns

may be allo wed fo r student transpo rtatio n.
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